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this clause, will the Colonial Secretary
give us some information as to how far
it will go back. I would also point out
that the "actual quantity" is synonymous
with the "whole quantity." Nothing
leads to so much confusion as such initer-
changeable terms as these.

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Farber) : Perhaps it would have
been better to have kept to one word ;
but still I think the matter is perfectly
plain. The onl 'y reason I request that
there should be no amendment is that it
will involve the Bill going back to the
other House. The Bill is made retro-
spectie purposely to meet te case of
the Yila1 and Suth-Western railways.
The Government propose to resume some
lands, especially on the Yilgarn-Northamn
line, and a question may arise as to
whether they have not been actually
taken although not gazetted. This-wil
not affect the principle of compensation
or anyone's rights; it only facilitates the
mode of taking, and points out the method
of obtaining compensation when the laud
resumed is more than the Crown is en-
titled to take.

THE Hon. G. RANDELL : Does it not
affect the question of severance ?

Tayl COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker): Oh, no. Severance would
be specially taken into consideration in
ascertaining the value.

Clause passed.
The remaining clauses were passed, and

the Bill reported.
The Standing Orders were suspended.

THIRD READING.

The Binl was then read a third time,
and p~assed.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS-
COURSE OF BUSINESS.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker):! As it is probable that the
businessof both Houses will be suffici-
ently concluded this evening to enable
the prorogation to take place to-morrow,
I intend to ask hon. members to allow
me to Suspend the Standing Orders for
the remainder of the sitting, so that we
may deal with al matters that come to
us from the other House at once, and
generally expedite the transaction of
business. There are two or three little
Bills to come to us, and am amendment

made by the Lower House on our amend-
ment in the Distillation Bin. There was
no provision in the Binl, as it left us, to
enable persons to import and sell stills,
and this the Assembly has inserted. I
move that the Standing Orders be sus-
pended during the remainder of the
sitting.

Question put and passed.
It being 5-30 o'clock, p.m., the Presi-

dent (Hon. Sir G. Shenton) left the chair
until 80 o'clock p.m.

On resuming,
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

S. H. Parker) said: I find that there is
now no chance of proroguing to-morrow,
and therefore theme is no need for us to
wait here any longer this evening. The
Government intend to ask His Excellency
to prorogue the Legislature at 4830 o'clock
on Friday.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Council, at 8835 o'clock p.m., ad-

journed until Thursday, 12th October,
at 4-30 o'clock p.m.

tegis Iaf ibs anutmhlu,
Wednesday, 11th October, 1898.
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EMPLOYMENT BY GOVERNMENT OF
IMR. B. MATHER.

ME. MOLLOY. in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Rail-
ways whether he had sanctioned the em-
ployment of Mr. B. Mather, the son of
the Locomotive Superintendent, at Fre-
mantle, the said Mr. B. Mather having
been twice before dismissed from the
Government service for drunkenness;
and, if so, whyP

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) re plied that
he had not sanctioned the employment of
Mr. B. Mather, nor had Mr. Mather been
employed in the railway workshops since
about nine months ago.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO MR. CLARKSON.
MR. A. FORREST, in accordance with

notice, moved that leave of absence be
granted to the hon. member for Toodyay
for one week, by reason of urgent private
business.

Question put and passed.

REPLY OF COMMISSIONER OP RAIL-
WAYS TO QUESTION RESPECTING
APPOINTMENT -OF ENGINEER IN
CHARGE OF LINES IN COURSE OF
CONSTRUCTION.
MR. M~OLLOY, in accordance with

notice, called attention to a question
asked the Hon. the Commissioner of
Railways, on July 19th last, relative to
the appointment of an Engineer in
Charge of Lines in course of Construc-
tion, and the hon. gentleman's reply
thereto-that no such appointment had
been made; also referring to the first
item on the Loan Estimates, which dis-
closed the fact that up to the 80th of
June this very appointment had cost the
colony X800, and the salary was, on such
Estimates provided, at £600 for the year
ending 80th June, 1894; also, asking for
an explanation from the Hon. the Commis-
sioner of Railways; and concluding by
moving, "That, in the opinion of this
House, the answer recently made by the
Commissioner of Railways with reference
to the appointment of an Engineer in
Charge of Lines in course of construction
is inconsistent with the facts, and that
an explanation should be forthcoming
from the hon. gentleman." The hon
member said he had brought this matter
before the House in view of the discrep-

ancy between the answer of the Com-
missioner and the actual fact, as disclosed
on the Estimates, in order that the House
might have some explanation.

THE COM31ISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said it was

impossible for him or anyone else to
,Dob into the mind of an hon. member
when he asked a question in that House,
and was not very careful in wording it.
That was the case in this instance. The
question which the hon. member asked
him was, whether a new appointment had
been made of an Engineer in Charge of
Lines in course of construction. His
reply was that no such appointment had
been made. *He could only make the
same reply uow; no new appointment
had been made. From what he could
now understand, it appeared that the
hon. member had in his mind the appoint-
ment of an Inspecting Engineer, quite a
different officer from the Engineer in
Charge of Lines in course of construc-
tion. But, as he bad already said, it was
impossible for him to look into any hon.
member's mind and guess what he meant,
unless he put his question in an explicit
and, intelligible form. There had been
no intention to mislead the hon. member
or the-House in any way; it was absurd
to suppose so, seeing that provision for
the salary of this officer had been made
on the Loan Estimates passed last ses-
sion, and also on this year's Estimates.

MR. MOLLOY said the explanation
now offered was very unsatisfactory, to
say the least of it. He asked a definite
question, and got a reply as definite, that
no such appointment had been made.
The hon. gentleman asked him if he was
referring to the appointment of Mr. Dil-
lon Bell, who he said was then employed
on the harbour works at Fremantle.
Now the hon. gentleman said that this
officer was not Engineer-in-Charge, but
Inspecting Engineer, and it appeared to
him that he wished to explain away his
unsatisfactory aniswer by a mere quibble.
Such answers were simply intended to
throw dust in the eyes of those who asked
them. It would be more satisfactory if
Ministers would give straightforward an-
swers to questions put to them by the
representatives of the people in the House.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said no doubt the hon. member thought
he had some cause for complaint, but it
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was a very small matter after all. Mem-
bers, when they asked a question, were
supposed to put their question in such a
form as to be easily understood and un-
miatakeable. It appeared that in this in-
stance his hon. friend the Commissioner
of Railways did not understand to what
particular officer the hon. member re-
ferred. That was all. It was absurd to say
there had been any attempt to throw dust
in the eyes of members, because the

apintment of the particular officer re-
ferred to was sanctioned by Parliament
last session. He quite agreed tbat when
a member asked a question, it was the
duty of the Government to answer it as
well as they could; at the same time
members should try to put their questions
in such a form as to make them explicit.
If a member was not satisfied with the
answer given to his question, it was quite
competent for him to ask again for more
explicit information.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

EXCESSIVE FREIGHT RATES ON
GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS.

Mu. HARPER, in accordance with
notice, moved, "That in the opinion of
this House some of the rates of freight
charged on the Government Railways are
not in accordance with the best interests
of the colony, wore especially those on
live stock." He regretted that he should
find it necessary to call the attention of
the House to this matter, but it appeared
to him that the policy of the present
Government as regards the manage-
ment of the railways was calculated
to inflict severe injury upon the public
in the matter of freight rates. He went
into the matter the other day, and he
found that the charges ipsed upon
the farming community unde the pre-
sent scale were very much in excess
of what in fairness they ought to be.
He thought everyone would agree with
him that if there was anyone they ought
to assist in the matter of low railway
rates it was the farmer, who was assisting
in developing the country. For the
purposes of comparison be had taken the
freight charges from Beverley to Perth,-
Beverley being the terminal point of the
Government line in that direction; and he
found that a truck of sheep-taking it to
contain sixty sheep, value about £86-
weighed (roughly) 2+4 tons. The charge

from Beverley to Perth was XS 5s. 6d.,
or at the rate of X1 9s. per ton, for a
distance of 98 miles. That was what the
farmer had to pay for sending a truck-load
of sheep from Beverley to Perth. If they
looked at the charges made for other
things they could not fail to be struck
with the unfairness and the inconsistency
of the rates for live stock. For instance,
if a miller wanted to send a truck load of
flour, which would weigh about 4 tons,
the same distance, the charge was only
10s. 6id. If they took another test, they
would see that there was a very glaring
discrepancy in these charges, and that
they were excessive as regards live stock.
Let them take the new through rates
published the other day for the convey-
ance of merchandise between Albany and
Perth, and they would find that a truck
load of merchandise, valued perhaps at
.£400 or X600, could be carried from
Bleverley to Perth for 16s. 8d., as against
£8 s. 6d1, the charge for a truck-load
of sheep the same distance. So that
looking at the matter broadly, the better
off the consignee was, the less was
he charged. He thought that was con-
trary to every sound principle or policy
in dealing with railway freights. Under
the rates that were in force prior to
the present rates, a truck of sheep could
be sent from Beverley to Perth for £2
1?s. 2d., whereas now it was £8 5s. 6d.
While there appeared to have been an
enormous reduction in the through rates
for merchandise, the rates for live stock
had actually been increased from what
they were under a former tariff. If the
through rates from Albany were available
for the Beverley sheep farmer, he would
get his stock to Perth at the rate of 16s.
4d. per ton as against £1 9s. per ton,
the rate now charged. If it paid the
Government to run a truck load of
merchandise 98 miles, for 16s. 8d., under
the through rate charges between here
and Albany, surely the residents along
the line had as much right to benefit
by the reduced rate as the shipper
or consignee in England, or the mer-
chant in Perth. There was another
point he should like to refer to. They
wished to do all they could to encourage
the transport of live stock in smal
quantities--that was, in truck loads-so
as to accommodate the small farmer, who
only went into sheep farming on a small

[ASSEMBLY.] Government Railways.
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scale, in conjunction with the cultivation
of the land. Everyone would admit
that this was the class of farmer whom
they ought to encourage.-the man who
went in for mixed farming, and who was
able to send down his two or three truck
loads of sheep a year. This class ought
to receive every encouragement possible,
whereas, under the present freight rates,
be was charged the heaviest of anyone.
The same condition of things applied to
the carriage of fruit, which was another
industry that ought to be encouraged in
every possible way. 'Under the scale of
charges in vogue previous to May last
lcwt. of fruit could be sent by rail a dis-
tance of 20 miles for 7d., whereas, under
the new rates, the charge has been raised
to Is. 4d.,-is. id. railage and 3d. for
returned empties. He understood the
authorities said that they could reduce
these rates largely if the fruit or other
articles were sent by the ordinary goods
train; and he believed it was true. That
sounded very well, but, as a matter of
fact, these goods trains did not run at
convenient times for despatching fruit to
market. The time when fruit was re-
quired to be sent into Perth was in the
early morning; but the goods train ran
out of town then, and not into town. If
people could not get their fruit fresh, they
would not have it at all; so that, instead
of encouraging this industry, the railway
authorities were handicapping it. There
was another point to be considered: num-
bers of fruit-growers and vendors brought
their fruit into town themselves, in the
early morning, and disposed of it to their
private customers, returning to their
homes in the evening. These men could

not send their fruit by goods train, as
they travelled with their fruit themselves;
and, under the present arrangement, in ad-

diin topyn:teron fares they
wer chrge 10 pr cent. more than

they u s to be chargeor the Convey-
ance of their fruit. These were some of
the anomalies and hardships of the present
railway tariff; and, as the matter was one
of vita importance to many people, and
also of general interest, he thought the
attention of the authorities ought to be
called to it. He begged to move the
motion standing in his name.

Tim COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) thought he
might be able to throw sonme light on the

subject. He felt sure the hon. member
had got hold of the wrong figures. He
did not think the hon. member dealt with
this matter with his usual accuracy, and
his statements were calculated to mislead
the House. The hon. member said that
if things were sent by goods train they
were conveyed at a6 low rate, but that it
was necessary for vendors of fruit to
travel by passenger train, and bring their
fruit with them. He would remind the
hon. member that the department had
recently organised a parcels delivery; and,
if people wished such perishable things
as fruit or vegetables or dairy produce to
be delivered fresh from the railway plat-
form to their customers in town, they
could avail themselves of this parcels
delivery, by paying a slightly higher rate.

MR. HARPER: The rate is too high
already, and these men want to come into
town to vend their own fruit.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said, with
regard to the rates for .general merchan-
dise, he understood that the hon. member
agreed that there was no cause for com-
plaint. The hon. member had drawn a
comparison between the revised through
rates from Albany and the rates charged
to the Beverley farmier. But these through
rates were intended for goods that camne
out from England. direct from mail
steamer, and if the Railway Department
did not convey them at low through rates
they would simply lose this particular
traffic, as these goods would be sent on
by coastal steamier. Through rates existed
in all parts of the world, for long dis-
tances, and the rates were necessarily
lower than the ordinary rates. As to
the rates for live stock, which appeared
to be the main cause of trouble, he had
before him a return showing the freight
rates upon live stock in the other Aus-
tralian colonies, and, he thought, when
he quoted the figures, the hon. member
would see that the rates charged here
notwithstanding our heavy grades and
heavy expenditure generally, were, on the
whole, considerably lower than in any
of the colonies. The minimumn rate here
for live stock was 7s. 6d. per truck; in
South Australia the minimum rate was
£21.

MR. HRPrER: For what distance?
THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn): Ten miles,

Freight Rates:
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the sam as here. In V ictoria the mini-
-mum rate was £1 2s.; in New South
Wales, 15. in Queensland, s. 6d. for
cattle and 10s. 64. for sheep.

Ka. HARPER: What number of sheep
will their trucks holdP

THE OOKMISSIOKER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Yen) said they
were the same size as our own trucks.
The rate for 30 miles here was .£1 2s. 6d.
per truck load; and it was the same in
South Australia, Victoria and Queensland,
while in New South Wales it was a. little
less, £1 per truck. For 50 miles our
rate was £1 17s. 6d,; in South Australia
and Victoria it was the same; in New
South Wales, £1 13s. 44.; in Queensland,
£1 16s. for cattle, and *e2 2s. 6d. for
sheep. For a distance of 75 miles, our
rate was £2 12s. Id., which was the same
as the rate in SouthAustralia. Th Victoria,
for the same distance, the charge was £2
16s. 3d.; in New South Wale., £.2 10s.; in
Queensland, £2 13s. Gd. for cattle, and .23
3s. Gd. for sheep. Members would see that,
while we adopted the minimum. rate of
the other colonies in aill instances, in some
of them-and especially Queenslad-the
prevailing rates were in some instances
considerably higher than ours. Fer a
distance of a hundred miles, the rate here
was £3 Os. 8d. per truck load of cattle or
sheep, which was the same as the South
Australian rate. In Victoria for the
same distance, the rate was £3 15s.; in
New South Wales, £3 Os. 8d. for cattle,
and £3 3s. 4d. for sheep; while in Queens-
land the charge was £3 1ha, for a cattle
truck, and £A4 s. for sheep.

Mia. UtaVan:. Is that for the same
numbe of sheep ?

Mia. RICHARDSON : They have a broader
gauge in Victoria.

Tas COWNESSTONER OF RAIEL.
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said he
believed the trucks carried the same
number of sheep as ours, but he was not
positive, He saw the Queensland trucks
when he was in that colony, and he felt
sure they were about the same size as
our own. Members would see by these
figures that our rates compared favourably
with those of any of the other colonies.
Take, again, the rates for long distances,
up to 350miles. Our rate was £8 ls. l0d.
per truck load; in South Australia it
was less, being only £7 5s. 104.; but in
Victoria it was.£10 4s. 2d.; in New South

Wales, £8 l~s.4d. for cattle, and £7 2s. Gd.
for sheep; in Queensland, £9 5s. for
cattle, and £9 9s. 6d. for sheep. We
went further still in this colony in our
desire to encourage traffic on our railways.
In the case of large consignments we
mae a considerable reduction. Sheep
and cattle in train loads of not less than
15 trucks were conveyed, for a distance
of not less than 50 miles, at a reduction
of 26 per cent. upon the ordinary rates,
which he had quoted. A concession of
10 per cent, was also made when sheep
or cattle were sent in from 5 to 9 full
wagou loads; and 15 per cent. was allowed
when sent in from 10 to 14 wagon loads,
in ordinary trains, for a distance of not
less than 50 mailes, from one station to
another, by one consignor to one con-
signee. In none of the other colonies
were these concessions made. With re-
gard to the relatively low rates charged
for merchandise as compared with live
stock, members should bear this in mind:
sheep and cattle trucks were only used
for one purpose, the conveyance of live
stock, and they generally-almost invari-
ably-had to go back empty; whereas,
with merchandise or produce, the chances
were that the trucks would go back
loaded. That was an important con-
sideration. His desire was to run our
railways at as low rates as possible-con-
sistent with making them pay their work-
ing expenses-in order to meet the con-
venience of the public. He had gone into
this matter very carefully. It was merely
an experiment on their part to reduce the
rates as they had done recently, and he
was not sure yet whether it would show
any pro-fit at all. Under all the circum-
stances, he felt sure the hon. member
would withdraw his motion, because, if
passed, he did not exactly know where it
would lead to, It would leave them in a
quandary as to what to do, unless the bon.
member was prepared to give them a comn-
plete. schedule of rates, showing exactly
what he wanted. The desire of the
department was to meet the agriculturist
and the pastoralist in every possible way,
and to work the railways as much as
possible in the interests of the public,
while at the same time trying to make
both ends meet, and do the beat they
could in the interests of the colony
generally. Members would see from the
figures he had quoted that our rates for
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live stock compared favourably with those
of- any of the other colonies; whilst, as
regards agricultural produce, our chaxges
were reduced to the lowest possible rates.
It could not be done much cheaper with-
out entailing a6 loss to the revenue. His
attention had been called lately to the
rates charged here for live stock, and ho
said he would look into the matter. This
he had done; and when he found that,
notwithstanding our heavy grades, our
rates were lower in many instances than
the rates in such colonies as Victoria,
Queensland, New South Wales, and our
next door neighbour, he could not see his
way clear at the present moment to make
any further reduction.

Ms. A. FORREST hardly thought
the motion would meet with the full
support of the House, because the hon.
member had not dealt with the question
in a manner which, he thought, would
gain that support. If the hon. member
had moved that the Government should
give greater facilities for shipping and
unloading live stock at Fremantle, he
would have gone with the hon. member.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn): We are doing that
now.

MR. A. FORREST said that up to
the present there had been no facilities
at all for shipping or unloading cattle
and sheep at Fremantle; and this was
what was wanted, if the Government
wanted to assist stock dealers. That
was where the expense came in. The
cost of transport was small compared
with the expense of loadiing and unload-
iug. If improved facilities were pro-
vided in this direction, he did not think
that anyone in the trade would object to
the present railway rates. They were
not very heavy, if the trucks were loaded
properly; about 8d. a6 mile per truck
load. With care, as many as 72 sheep
could be put in a truck-they were only
in it for a few hours-and he did not
think that 8d. a mile from Beverley to
Perth was a very heavy charge. They
must consider that these sheep and cattle
trucks had to go back empty, which was
not the case with ordinary goods trucks.
Under the circumstances, he could not
support the motion.

Ms. MONGER said he believed he
had given as much consideration to the
charges made by the Railway Depart-

ment as any member of the House, and
some time ago he had to call the atten-
tion of members to the fact that the
charges on the Great Southern Railway,
as regards most articles-and more par-
ticularly those affecting the agriculturist
-were greatly in excess of the rates
charged on our Government line. On
that occasion he suggested that the Gov-
erment should try to come to some
arrangement whereby the tariffs on nall
the railway lines throughout the colony
should be assimilated. He at the same
time pointed out that, so far as cereals
and produce generally were concerned,
the rates char-ged by the Great Southern
Railway were, on au average, 25 per cent.
and even 50 per cent. higher than the
Government rates. He did not, on that
occasion, take the question of the rates
for live stock into consideration; nor had
he up to the present time made any com-
parison. But he had, on several occa-
sions, gone to the present Traffic Manager
and spoken to him about the matter, and
he must say that whenever he had had an
occasion to speak to that gentleman on
the subject, he had always given him
every possible information, and had tried
to point out to him that our rates at all
events compared favourably with those
existing in the other colonies. He thought
if the hon. member for Beverley had only
gone and had an interview with the
General Traffic Manager, he would have
found very little necessity for bringing
forward such a motion as tbis; for he
felt certain that if it could only be pointed
out to that gentleman, or his chief, that
any reduction was necessary in order to
bring greater traffic to the Government
railways, and in order to assist the pro-
ducer, the hon. member would have
obtained every satisfaction. He was glad
to hear that the Government were taking
steps to provide facilities for unloading
live stock at Perth and Fremantle ; and,
when these facilities were provided, he
did not think there would be much cause
to complain on the part of stock owners
or dealers. Having taken into considera-
tion the charges made on the Government
railways as compared with those on the
Great Southern Railway-a line which
was supposed to be worked on a far
cheaper principle than the Government
lines-he could only repeat that in all
his comparisons he had found that

IVeight Rates:
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the Government railways gave far greater
facilities, not only to the farmer but also
to the mnerchat sad the importer. There-
fore, much as he would have liked to have
supported the motion of the hon. member,
he regretted he was unable to do so. If
his motion had referred simply to the
question of live stock he should have sup-
ported him; but when his motion statted
that the rates charged on the Govern-
ment railways were "1not in accord with
the best interests of the colony," he was
unable to support him; because he con-
sidered that the rates charged by, the
Government compared more than favour-
ably with those of other lines in existence
in the colony, and favourably with those
in existence in the other colonies.

Mu. RICHARDSON said be could not
agree with the hon. member for York
that if the hon. member who had brought
forward this motion had had ana interview
with the General Traffi Manager he
would have had greater satisfaction than
by bringing the matter before the House;
for he did not think that the Traffic
Manager would be likely to take much
notice of the representations of a single
individual. Surely a consensus of opinion
on the part of the Legislative Assembly
was likely to carry more weight than the
representations of a private *individual,
whose only object might be to have his
stock carried at as low a, rate as possible.
He agreed with the Commnissioner of
Railways that the freight rates for pro-
duce were moderate; the department had
made a, serious effort to meet the exigen-
cies of the agricultural community in
that respect. But it had always struck
him that the rates for live stock-whether
the same or lower than those of the other
colonies, he did not know-were in many
cases almost prohibitive; so much so,
that if it were practicable to drive stock
overland people would much p refer it,
for it could be done at one-hl or one-
third less expense. Possibly the poison
plant on some of the routes from the
Eastern Districts precluded this being
done, but he thought that in almost every
case it would be much cheaper by road
than by rail. The mnatter having been
brought before the House, the Commis-
sioner of Railways could gather what the
opinion of the House was; and, his atten-
tion having been directed to it, no doubt
he would give his most earnest consider-

ation to the question of whether the pre-
sent rates could be reduced. It did not
appear to him a progressive movement at
all that the rates for live stock should be
higher now than they used to be.

THE CoMnwSssioIrun Or RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn):. We were losing
upon them before.

Mn&. RICHARDSON said he was not
prepared to express an opinion upon that
point. But he could not help thinking
that, compared with the rates in Victoria,
with its broad gauge s 'ystem, our rates
were not so low as in that colony. It
stood to reason that their trucks, with
their wider gauge, were larger than ours,
and probably they would carry more. If
the Railway Department wished to at-
tract the live stock traffic into their
trucks, they would have to do it at such
a rate as would show the advantage which
the rail had over the road. He had often
heard it expressed, by scores of people,
that the rates for live stock, especially for
short distances, were almost prohibitive,
so far as admitting any profit to be made
by the consignee. If you had to pay Is.
a, head for sheep, a distance of 50 or 60
miles, it took the gilt off the profit; and
no doubt the small1 farmer felt it very
acutely. It would certainly be a great
boon to him if the rates could be re-
duced.

MR. CONNOR thought it was a very
good idea on the part of the hon. mem-
ber for Beverley to bring this matter be-
fore the House. He should like to draw
the attention of the Commissioner to the
fact that, at the rates quoted by him, it
would cost over £2 per head to send
cattle from here to Albany, for you could
not put more than five large bullocks in
a truck. He thought, if it was possible
to make a reduction in the rates for long
distances, it ought to be done. He did
not consider there was much to complain
about the rates for short distances; but,
for long distances, it simply meant that
we could not trade with distant parts of
the colony by railway. From the small
experience he had had down here, he
thought there was a fairly good trade in
live stock to be done between here and
Albany, if the railway authorities tried
to meet stoekowners, and reduced the
rates.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. HI. W. Veun) said, of
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course he would give the matter his
earnest attention, the question having
been brought before the House; but it
was a matter to which he had already
paid very careful attention, in conjunc-
tion with the General Traffi Manager.
He had kept a very watchful eye upon
the rates charged for live stock, and he-
was doubtful. whether they paid or not.
He assured members that the classifica.
tion sheet was not a matter that could be
settled in a few moments; it was the
work of months, and called for a. great
deal of thoughtful consideration. It was
one of the moat difficult problems he had
ever been called upon to deil with. There
were a, great many considerations to be
taken into account. There might be
some anomalies in the present tariff of
rates, but it had not been adopted with-
out the most serious and careful consider-
ation. At the same time, the matter
'having been brought before the House,
should it be possible to make any reduc-
tion he felt sure it would be attended to.

MR. HARPER said the Commissioner
of Railways told them that he had kept a
very watchful eye over the rates charged
for live stock, and that he doubted
whether the present irates paid or not;
yet, in the face of that, the department
had just reduced the through rates to

Albany to an enormous extent. If they
could not carry a truck load of sheep
from Beverley to Perth, at a profit, at
£3 5s. 6d., how could they make any
profit by charging a much lesser rate for
the through journey to Albany ? It
seemed to him that the department an-

tipated losing heavily on these reduced
throu gh rates, and that they intended
making it up from the rates charged for
shorter distances. That was the very
point he was attacking. He represented
a district that happened to be at the
terminal point of the Government line,
and it was not fair to the residents of
that district that they should be over-
charged, for the sake of levying a lesser
rate in the case of the through journey
to Albany, especially when that lesser
rate was adopted in the interests of a,
foreign or private company. He felt
certain that a6 little more economy in the
working of our railways, and a reduction
in the staff, would lead to lower rates for
freight. With reference to the rates
charged in the other colonies, the pro-

bability was, as regards some of the
colonies, where they had a. broader gauge
than ours, that their trucks would carry
more than ours did. The hon. member
for West Kimberley said that, with care-
ful packing, 72 sheep could be put into
one of our trucks. He thought that any-
one who did so--the hon. member himself
amongst them-should be prosecuted for
cruelty to animals, for undoubtedly that
number could not be packed into a truck
without suffering great cruelty.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
thought, perhaps, that after the expres-
sion of opinion which the motion had
elicited, the hon. member would see fit
to withdraw his motion. The present
classification sheet had not been long in
existence, and he thought they might
give it a trial at all events. He had his
doubts, looking at it from a revenue
point of view, whether it would realise
the revenue which his hon. friend the
Commissioner anticipated from it. Ha
was very doubtful whether his hon.
friend bad not already, reduced the rates
too low to make the thing pay; and,
after all, that was what they had to look
at,-to make our railways, so far as we
could, reproductive, while at the same
time giving a reasonable facilities to the
public. Hfe only hoped that the depart-
ment, under the new classification sheet,
would be able to make both ends meet.
The. Great Southern Railway had com-
plained to him-not offloially but generally
-of the lowness of our rates; they said
it was impossible for them to carry sheep
on their railway at the rate we were
doing, or that they would lose a great
deal of money if they did so. They were
very desirous of adopting the same rates
as ourselves, but the loss was so great at
present that they were unable to do it.
He thought the hon. member might rest
satisfied, having brought the matter for-
ward, that the Commissioner of Railways
would look into the matter. But he
doubted whether his hon. friend could
make any reduction on this item, unless
he increased the rates on other items.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.
THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest),

I in accordance with notice, moved, "That
on Wednesday and Thursday, the 11th
and 12th October, the Standing Orders
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of the House, so far as they relate to
Public Bills, be suspended, in order to
expedite the conduct of public business."
He had every reason to believe that they
would be able to ask the Governor to
prorogue Parliament on the following
afternoon, as they would be able to get
through the business by half-past four,
provided they dispensed with the usual
formula of giving notice for each stage
of the Bills. The Bills that were to be
brought in were not very important, and
the others were well understood by the
House. The Education Act Amendment
Bill and the amendments in the Home-
steads Bill were the only two questions
upon which there would probably be any
lengthy discussion, and there were only
one or two points in those which were of
real interest. If members were in accord
with the Government as to the proroga-
tion of Parliament taking place at half-
past four on the following dlay, they
would agree to the motion.

MR. Rt. F. SHOM, said it was the old
thing over again, trying to rush Bills
th~rough at the last moment. The Pre-
mier said there were no important Bills
to be dealt with. He could not agree
with that, for they had one very important
Bill, it appeared to him, only just brought
forward,-the Water Supply (Goldfields)
Bill, under which it seemed that the
Government could go and take any tank,
dam, or well belonging to any mnine on
the field.

THE PEMIe (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
You must trust the Government.

Ma. R. F. SHOLL did not think that
such a power as that should be entrusted
to any Government. He did not wish to
prolong the session, for he was sick and
tired of it; at the same time he did not
think it was wise to rush important Bills
through the House, at the last moment,
without due consideration.

Motion put and passed.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

The following Message was received from
the Legislative Council:
"Mr. Speaker,

" The Legislative Council acquaints the
"Legislative Assembly that it has agreed
"to a Bill intituled 'An Act to further

"amend the Public Health Act, 1886,
"and to extenidthe Powers of Local Boards
"of Health, and for other purposes,'
subject to the amendments contained in
"the schedule annexed; in which amend-
"ments the Legislative Council desires
"the concurrence of the Legislative
"Assembly.

"Gxo. SHENTON,
"President.

"Legislative Council, Perth, 11th
"October, 1893."
"Schedule of Amendments made by the

"Legislative Council in 'The Public
"Health Act, 1886, Further Amend-
'ment Bill.

"No. 1.-On page 2, Clause 2, Sub-
"'clause (5).-Strike out the

111whole sub-clause.
"No. 2.- On page 2, Clause S.-

" 'Strike out the whole clause.
"'No. 3.-On page 3, Clause 4.-

"' Strike out the whole clause.
"'No. 4 .- On page 3, Clause 5.-

11,Strike out the whole clause.
" No. 5.-On page 3, Clause 6.-Strike

" out the whole Clause.
" No. 6.-On page 3, Clause 8, line 3.

" -Strike out all the words after
"'prevail.'

"No. 7 .- On page 4, Clause 10.-
" Strike out the whole clause.

"No. 8.-Add the following new Clause
" to stand as No. 6 :-' Notivith-
" 'standing anything contained in
:"the principal Act, no swine,
"sheep, cattle, calves, or lambs
"'shall be slaughtered within the
"'IMunicipalities of Perth or Wre-
"'mantle, and any person offend-

ing against the provisions of
"this section shall be liable to a.
"penalty of not more than Fifty

"'pounds.'
"C. LEE STEERS,

" Clerk of the Council.
"11th October, 1893."

Ordered-That the Legisla ,tive Coun-
cil's Message be considered after the con-
sideration of the other Orders of the Day.

ELECTORAL SILL, 1898.
The following Message was received

from the Legislative Council:
-Afr. Speaker,

" The Legislative Council acquaints the
" Legislative Assembly that it has agreed
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"to a Bill intituled 'An Act to amend
the Electoral Act, 1889,' subject to the

"amendments contained in the schedule
annexed, in which amendments the

"Legislative Council desires the concur-
"rence of the Legislative Assembly.

"Gno. SHENTON,
" President.

"Legislative Council Chamber, Perth,
"11th October, 1893."

Schedule of Amnendments made by the
Legislative Council in " The Electoral
Bill, 1898."

No. 1.-On page 4, Clause 7, Sub-Clause (e.) - Between " above-
mentioned " and " person," insert
"magistrates, Jlustices, or."

Mo. 2.-On page 7, Clause 14, in the
last line of the Form of Claim.-
Before the words " Declared be-
fore me this," insert "signed
and."'

No. 8.-On page 9, Clause 16 , sub-
clause (6), line .- Between
"hand" and "and," insert "in
"the presence of."

No. 4.-On page 9, Clause 17, line 2.-
Between " hand " and " and," in-
sert " in the presence of."

No. 5-On page 21, Clause 48.-Strike
out the whole clause.

No. 6.-Add the following new clause,
to stand as No. 48:-" Nothing in
" this Act contained shall limit or
" affect the right of any elector (ex-
"cept as hereinafter in this section
"mentioned) to vote in accordance

"with the provisions of section
":fifty-two of the Principal Act.
"Provided nevertheless, that no
"elector whose name is on an
"electoral roll for an Electoral
"District, in respect of a residence
"qualification, shall be entitled to

"vote under the provisions of the
".said section, and if he does so
"vote his vote shall be rejected
"by the Returning Officer, and the
"ballot paper shall not be de-
"posited in the ballot box."

C. LEE STEEXE,
Clerk of the Council.

11th October, 1893.
Ordered-That the Legislative Coun-

cil's message be taken into consideration
after the other Orders of the flay.

RAILWAYS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
MESSAGE FROM THE LEGISLATIVE

COUNCIL.

A Message was received from the
Legislative Council agreeing to the above
Bill.

DISTILLATION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

Read a third time.
Ordered-That a Message be trans-

mitted to the Legislative Council inform-
ing them that the Assembly had agreed
to the Bill with amendments, in which
amendments the Assembly desired the
concurrence of the Council.

WATER SUPPLY (CROWN LANDS) BILL.

SECOND READING.

THE COMMTSSTONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmnion): In
'moving the second reading of this Bill, I
think it will require but very little
explanation on my part. The Bill, upon
the face of it conveys its own meaning,
and the intention of those who brought
it in. The second clause gives the Gov-
ernor certain powers to reserve lands, for
the purposes of water supply, in addition
to the powers vested in him under the
32nd clause of the Land Regulations. I
do not think it will be found, on refer-
ence to that clause, that the powers
which this Bill confers are very much
extended, because the Governor already
has power, under that clause of the
Regulations, to exempt from sale, and to
reserve for the public interest, any land
required for certain public purposes,
among which are " reservoirs, aqueducts,
and water courses."

MRt. RicniDSON: Not after they have
been made.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmnion): There
is the regulation, and we are constantly
reserving lands for these purposes. Im-
provements have to be paid for, of course,
if the land is included within a lease.
The intention of the present Bill is to
more strictly define the powers of the
Government-and possibly to extend
those powers, should the powers granted
under the Land Regulations not be
sufficient-in order to enable them to
resume or to reserve, for water supply
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purposes, any lake, reservoir, tank, dam,
stream, creek, well, spring, or otherplc
containing water, upon any waste lands
of the Crown. The real object of tbe
Bill, although perhaps not expressed in
such a manner as to be altogether intelli-

Rible to members, is this: that the
Government shall have power, as regards
any wells, or tanks, or dams made by
themselves, to reserve them, and the lands
surrounding or adjoining them. There
is no intention to take any advantage of
any gold-mining company's wells, or
tanks, or dams, uor anybody else's, only
to protect the works which the Govern-
ment themselves have undertaken for
providing a water supply for public use.
The Government, of course, will be glad,
when in committee on the Bill, to con-
sider any amendment which members
may consider desirable. Under the 3rd
clause the Minister a~dministering the Act
is given power to limit the quantity of
water to be taken or supplied to each per-
son, and also to fix a scale of charges for
the water. Though we are at present
charging for water on the goldfields, it is
doubtful whether we have any statutory
power to do so; and, in order to remove
all doubt, and to make it clear, the Gov-
emient wish to have that Power vested
mn them by this Bill. We also provide a
penalty in the case of any person taking
any water in excess of the prescribed
limit; and provision is made for recover-
ing any charges made for water sup-
plied. Clause 5 empowers the Warden,
in the event of a scarcity of water, to
prohibit the use of the water for any pur-
pose other than for human consumption.
That is in extreme cases. Human life
is of greater importance than that of the
lower animals; and, in the event of there
being a serious dearth of water on a
goldfield, or on the road to it, we propose
to give the Warden power to prohibit the
use of ay water, from a Government
well or tank, except for humn consiup-
tion. The Government may, under this
Bill, make regulations for preventing the
waste, or pollution, of water; and any
infringement of these regulations may be
summarily punished. The reason why
the Bill has been brought forward is that
it has become absolutely necessary that
the water supply works undertaken by
the Government on the goldfields-I1 amt
alluding now more especially to the Yil-

gan. goldfields and their vicinity, and
Coolgardie - shall be protected from
waste and pollution. It is also necessary
that we should have statutory power to
charge for water, when necessary, and to
regulate the supply. Members them-
selves have been most anxious that the
Government should do all in their power
to provide a water supply on our gold.
fields; and it seems only fair and reason-
able that, after spending many thousands
of pounds in doing so, we should have
power to protect the supply from waste
and pollution. All that is asked for in
this Bill is that we shall have statutory
power to do so. Members need not be
apprehensive that the Government will
abuse that power in any way.

Mn. RICHARDSON: It does appear
to our unireflecting minds that there is
some element of danger about this second
clause. We are assured by the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands that the Govern-
ment already have power to resume lands
required for these purposes, but that they
must pay compensation if the land is
included within a lease. Many instances
have come under my own knowledge
where the Government have resumed
lands on which wells have been sunk and
absolutely refused to give compensation
in any shape or way.

THE: PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
We let the squatter have the use of
them.

'MR. R10CHA DSON: Yes, and let
others have the use of them too, destroy-
ing the ropes and buckets placed there
for the convenience of the squatter's stock.
I think the Government ought to be as
honest as other people, and that if they
resume a tank or a well made at other
people's expense they ought to compen-
sate them. If they are so willing to pay
as the Commissioner of Crown Lands
would seem to make out, what objection

Ican there be to adding the words "upon
payment of just compensation?"'

THE PREMIE (Ron. Sir J. Forrest):
We have not the slightest objection.

Mn. RICHARDSON: That's all right
then. It strikes anyone they could do so
without compensation, under this Bill, in
any shape or way. Af-ter that admission
on the part of the Premier, I think the
Bill may go.

MR. MONGER: I entertain a similar
objection to this Bill as the hon. member
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for the DeGrey, because it came under my
notice, not long ago, that the Govern-
ment had resumed a well that had been
Sunk at the expense of a private in-
dividual; and, when that individual's
statement of claim was sent in by me to
the Commissioner of Crown Lands, I
received back an official reply to the effect
that when the Government made use of
that well-though they had given the
lessee notice of resumption-they might
be prepared to entertain-his claim.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CsowR LANDS
(Ron. W. E. Marmion) :Would you mind
mentioning who that party was?

Mit. MONGER: Myself. If that is
the course that the Government intend to
adopt under this Bill, I can only say that
this House ought to hesitate before as-
Senting to such a measure. They say
they already have the power, under the
land Regulations to do what they want;
if so, I do not see why they require the
additional power. I propose, when in
Committee, to move that this second
clause of this Bill be struck out, and I
hope the motion will receive the support
of every member.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
The second clause is not very necessary,
except in order to make the position of
the Government perfectly clear. The
powers* referred to in the clause are al-
ready in the Land Regulations, but it is
much better to have them in an Act.

We ae gadullyameding the Land
Reglatonsof 887 clpping out por-

tini eead hrad incorporating
them in an Act; and it is just as well,
while we are having an Act of this sort,
dealing with water supply, that the Act
should give power to the Governor to
make reserves, before we commence to
deal with the reserves after they are
made. The Bill would not be complete
without that. As for what the hon.
member for die DeGrey said, the lessees
of Crown lands are always protected
under their leases, and, if the Government
take their wells or tanks, they are bound
to pay compensation. I am quite aware
of the nature of the stereotyped letter
usually sent to applicants for compensa-
tion, and which appears to have been sent
to the hon. member for York. It is always
sent, and for this reason: the Government
are not anxious to pay unless they con-
Sider it is absolutely necessary. In many

cases it suits the lessee better to retain
the use of the well, without compensation.
rather than be dispossessed of it. The
lessee will be placed in no worse position
than he was before by this Bill. In many
instances, lessees are content not to ask
for any compensation, because, after all,
the mere cost of sinking a well is nothing
compared with the value of the well to
the lessee. So long as the lessee and the
public get on together without any friction
-and they generally do, so far as my
experience goes-it is very seldom that
any compensation is asked for. We are
quite willing to pay if necessary, and
always have been. This Bill is absolutely
necessary if only in connection with
Yilgarn and Coolgardie. The Government
have gone to great expense in sinking
dams and tanks in these localities, and it
is necessary that some restriction should
be placed upon the use of the water when
it is so scarce. I have heard of people
being very careless, not only in using the
water, but also polluting it. I have even
heard of people bathing in it, and allow-
ing their cattle to wade into it. Surely
something ought to be done to prevent
this waste and pollution, after all the
expense we have gone to in obtaining this
precious fluid. Although late in the
session, the matter is so important and
the Bill is so simple that I hope it will
receive favourable consideration and sup-
port. As for the Government having any
idea of taking advanitage of this Act to
do any injustice to anyone, of course that
is perfectly absurd. We have no such
intention whatever. If any member can
suggest any amendment, to the effect that
if a well or tank that is resumed belongs
to private persons, the Government shall
repay to those persons the fair cost of the
same, I shall be quite willing to accept
such an amendment. There is no danger
whatever in the Bill, so far as lessees are
concerned, any more than in the Land
Regulations.

MR. R. F. SHOLL: We are told that
this is a very innocent Bill. I am not so
sure about that. No doubt it is very
necessary that the Government should
have power to protect their tanks and
dams, and the water conserved on the
goldfields;i but, when we come to Clause
10, we find that this Bill is not only
to override the Land Regulations, but
also the Goldfields Act and the Mineral
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Lands Act. That section says that
no holder of a miner's right, mining
license, or water right shall be entitled to
use any water contrary to the provisions
of this Act or the regulations made under
it, and-more than that-whenever any
of the provisions of this Act or such
regulations are inconsistent with the pro-
visions of the Goldfields Act or the Min-
eral Lands Act, or the regulations made
under those Acts, the provisions of this
Bill and any regulations made under it
are to prevail. So that the Government,
under this Bill, can go and take-without
paying any compensation whatever-any
tank, or dam, or reservoir constructed by
any company for the use of their mine at
Yilgarn or anywhere else, even although
the owners may have a water right under
the Goldfields Act. The Premier said
that the Government will not object to
repay the fair cost of any well resumed;
but I think it would be very difficult to
find out what the fair valve of a well is.
A man may be prospecting the country,
and he may sink fifty wells and find
nothing but salt water, but ultimately he
may hit upon fresh water. That man
may have been put to the expense of
thousands of pounds in finding that single
well of fresh water.

THIE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
That is an extreme caie.

MR. R. F. SHOLL: Still it is only a
chance whether you strike fresh water at
Coolgardie; salt is the rule, and fresh
the exception. The powers contained in
this Bill are powers which I strongly ob-
ject to give to any Government. The
present Government might not use it
oppressively, but the present Government
is not going to be always in office. This
Bill, if passed, will be in existence when
the present Ministry are sitting in the
cold shade of the Opposition, on this side
of the House, and some future Ministry
may convert this Act into a, very op-
pressive weapon. I should like to see
the second clause and the last clause
struck out, because the Government have
ample powers under the present Land
Regulations to resume land for these

purposes; and I think that people who
spn thousands of pounds, under their
water rights, ought not to be placed at
the mercy of any Ministry. I think it is
a dangerous provision to put in any Bill,
and to give to any Government.

Mn. CANNING: It is next to impos-
sible, under the present form of govern-
ment, that any Minister of the Crown, in
office, would venture to exercise the power
conferred upon him by this Bill, unjustly,
arbitrarily, or to the prejudice of the
public at large.

Motion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1.-Short title:
Put and passed.
Clause 2.-" The Governor may, mn

"'addition to the powers conferred upon
"him by the thirty-second clause of the
"Land Regulations, subject to such con-
"ditions as he thinks fit, and in the
manner in which the powers conferred

"thereby may be exercised, reserve for
"the purposes of water supply any waste
"lands of the Crown, upon which lands
"there is a lake, reservoir, tank, dam,
"stream, creek, well, spring, or other plate
"containing water, and may also in like
"manner, and subject to like conditions,
"reserve such of the waste lands of the
"Crown surrounding, adjoining, or near
"to such lake, reservoir, tank, dam,stream,
"creek, well, spring, or other place con-
"taming water as he thinks fit, and
"may cancel or amend such reserva-
"tion by publication in the Government
Gazette:
MR. MONGER said he had listened

with attention and pleasure to the re-
marks of the Premier and the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands with reference
to this clause, but he felt bound to agree
with the hon. member for the Gascoyne that
it was of one the most dangerous clauses
that could possibly be intro duced into any
Bill. It gave the Government absolute
power to resume anything in the shape of
a reservoir, tank, dam, well, or any other
source of water supply.

TnxE COMMISSIONER Or CROWN LANDS
(Hon. W. E. Marmnion): They have got
the power now.

MR. MONGER: Not exactly in this
shape. Under this Bill the Government
could resume and monopolis every water
bole, in any gold mining portion of the
colony, or in any other badly watered part
of the country; and the whole community
would be at their mercy. It did not matter
what it may have cost anybody to sink a
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well, or to make a dam, or a tank, the
Government would have the right to
resume it; and there was no stipulation
whatever as regards any compensation
being paid to the owner. If the Land
Regulations gave the Government this
power, why should there be any necessity
to introduce, in the form of this Bill, a
clause which met with objection on the
part of almost every member of the
House? This clause would apply not only
to Coolgardie and Yilgarn, but to the
whole of the colony, from North to South.
He thought it was a most dangerous
Clause, and that he was quite justified in
moving its rejection, so as to let members
at any rate have some time to consider
the effect of the clause. The Bill had only
been introduced at the very last moment,
and he must deprecate the action of the
Government in bringing in an important
measure like this when the House was in
the agony of dissolution, and endeavouring
to rush it through, without giving members
an opportumity of fully considering it.
He begged to move that the clause be
struck out.

MR. RICHARDSON did not think it
would do to mutilate the Bill in that way,
by striking out the most important clause
in it. He would move,.as an amendment,
that the words " paying to the lessee of
such lands the fair compensation for the
loss of such lake, reservoir, tank, dam,
stream, creek, well, spring, or other place"
be inserted after the word "1water" in the
twelfth line. The compensation, of course,
would be for the actual loss to the lessee,
not for the mere cost of sinking.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. W. E. Marmion): Throw out the
clause if you like; we've got the power
now.

MR. RICHARDSON: Then what do
you want this clause for ?

THE CommissIoxNE or CROWN LANDS
(Hon. W. E. Marmion):; Simply in order
to make the Bill complete.

MR. RICHARDSON said he could see
no objection to the insertion of the words
he proposed to insert. No reasonable
Government would object to pay com-
pensation for the loss which they might
cause to other people. If they leased a
certain portion of country to a lessee,
with water on it, or, if that lessee himself
went to the expense of providing water,
surely to goodness it was only right they

should compensate him. He did not
mesa that, in the case of a lake for in-
Stance, they should pay him the whole
value of the lake in fee, because they
never gave it to him in fee; but comapen-
sate him for his loss in depriving him of
the use of it. The present Ministry
might be honest enough not to deal un-
justly with lessees, but we might have
other Ministries who would abuse this
power, and pay no compensation at all.
It was a most unheard-of power to give.
If any Government of the day wanted to
exercise such a power, let them come down
to the Parliament of the day for authority
to exercise it. To ask the House to
give this enormous power to any'future
Government that they knew nothing
about-a, permanent power like this-
was, he thought, unreasonable, without
making some provision for compensation.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he might explain that all the powers
contained in this clause were always in
existence under the Land Regulations.

MR. RICHARDSON: Then what do you
want this clause forP

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I don't care two straws for it, only to
make the Bill complete, and to explain
the clause that follows it. The land
Regulations of 1887 say: "1No pay-
"ment or valuation shall be made pur-
" suant to these Regulations in respect
"of any improvements, nor shall any
" improvements be considered pursuant
" to these Regulations, unless the Coin-
"nussioner shall be satisfied that the
" same were made bond fide for the
"purpose of improving the land or in-
" creasing the carrying capacity thereof,
"and unless the samne shall consist of
"wells of fresh water, reservoirs, tanks,
" or damne of permanent character and
"available for the use of stock, increasing
.thereby the carrying capacity of the

"land." And the 108th clause says: "A
"pastoral lessee in the occupation of his
"lease shall be entitled to claim from

"the purchaser or conditional purchaser
"under these Regulations of any portion
"of his lease, the fair value of any lawful
"improvements existing on or appertain-

inag to the land applied for, or which
"being outside such laud have become
"valueless or lessened in value by reason
"of their severance from the land applied
"for." That was the principle upon
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which compensation was to be based. It
was the " Ifair value" of the improve-
ments, and not the loss to the lessee. He
would have no objection to a provision
being inserted in the Bill to the samne
effect as that clause in the Land Regual.
tions. There was nothing in the Bill to
indicate that the lessee was to be robbed
of his improvements in any way.

Mn. A. FORREST presumed that
what the bon. member for thle DeGrey
wished was that lessees shoud be protected
under this Bill-those who had spent
large sumsB of money upon tanks, or
dams, or wells-aud that they should be
compensated the fair value of these im-
provements if they were taken away from
them by the Government, and dedicated
to the use of the general1 pnblic. He
thought that was only right. He thought
that one of the greatest hardships which
lessees had to put up with now was from
travelling stock using their water when
they had not sufficient for their own stock.
If they refused to let these people have
the water, they were threatened at once
that the Government would be asked to
make it a reserve. He thought it was,
only right and proper that, when a por-
tion of his lease with water onl it was re-
served, provision should he made flint the
lessee should be compensated fully for the
loss he sustained, and not merely the
fair value. A. man might have 50,000
sheep or a. lot of cattle depending on this
water, and, if taken away fromn him, hie
might be hal ruined, and he ought to be
compensated for his loss.

Mn. MONGER said as there maight be
one or two points in the clause that were
necessary, and in order to assist thle
Government as far as possible, be begged
to withdraw his motion to strike out the
clause, in favour of the amendment of thc
bon. member for the DeGrey.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.
Mi . R. F. SHOLIJ said he did not really

see the necessity for the clause at alfl.
The Government had told them that they
already had this power under the 32nd
clause of the Land Regulations. But
this Bill expressly gave the Governor a
certain power " in addition to the powers
conferred upon him by the 82nd clause
of the Land Regulations." It therefore
contemplated the granting of some ad-
ditional powers, and it appeared to himj
they were very dangerous powers. I

the Government already had all the
power which this clause conferred upon
them, what was the use of the clause?
In his opinion it was childish, perfectly
childish, for the Premier to get up and
say, "We want this clause, although we
already have the power."

At 6-30 pmm. the Chairmani left the
chair for an hour.

At 7-30 pin. the Chairman resumed
the chair.

Tns PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he was quite willing to add a pro-
vise at the end of the clause, that in the
event of at reserve being made of any)
land in the occupation of a lessee of
Crown land, such lessee should he paid
for any improvements existing on the
land, in accordance with the principle
laid down in the existing Land Regula-
tions. That would put the lessee under
this Bill in exacty the same position as
the lessee under the Regulations. He
did not himself think that such a proviso
was necesiry, only to meet, the objec-
tions of some members. This Bill wats
not intended to take away from anyone

any it which he now had.
MR. RICHARDSON said if the Pre-

mier was prepared to add a proviso to
that effect to the clause, he was willing
to withdraw his amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
THEz PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)

moved, as an amendment, that the words
"or waste lanlds of the Crown " be in-
serted after the word "1Crown," in line 5.
The reason for this amendment was this:
it might be necessatry under this Bill to
reserve lands upon which there was no
water, but upon which the Government
proposed to conserve water. The clause
as it stood applied only to waste lands of
the Crown upon which there was a lake,
reservoir, tank, dsan, etc. He therefore
proposed the insertion of these words, to
meet the contingency he had referred to.

Amendment lput and passed.
THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest)

moved, as a further amnendment, that the
following words be added at the end of
the clause :-" Provided that in the event
of such reserve being made of any land
in the occupation of a pastoral or other
lessee of Crown land, such lessee shall
be paid for any improvemenits existing

[ASSEMBLY] (Ormon, Lands) Bill.
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on the laud, in accordance with the
provisions of the Land Regulations of
1887."

MR. R. F. SHOTJL said he had no fear
that the present Government intended to
inflict any hardship upon existing lessees,
but the mere fact of such a dangerous
power as this being placed on the
Statute-book was, he might say, a menace
to people who may have spent thousands
of pounds in obtaining a water supply
on their mines or their leases. He had
not yet heard any good reason for such a
clause, if the Government already had
this power.

MR, TRAYLEN thought the answer
to the hon. member for the Gascoyne's
observation was extremely, plain. The
clause was an attempt on the part of the
Government to exactly define their pow-
ers, and he could give them nothing but
praise for doing so. It was a. principle
he had contended for several times over
in connection with the Public Health
Act, and he was glad to find the Govern-
ment acting upon that principle with re-
ference to laud in the neighbourhood of
a water supply.

Ma. MONGER said he did not see
how the proviso was going to overcome
the objection as regards a mining lessee.
Some milling company might expend a
large amount of money in making a dama
or tank, and he did not see how they
were going to get any compensation
under this clause if the Government were
to resume or reserve the land upon which
that dam or tank was situated. So far
as he could make out, the Premier's pro-
viso only protected the rights of the pas-
toral lessee and in no way protected the
rights of the mining lessee.

THFE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the gold mining lessee was protected
by his lease. " Waste lands of the Crown "
did not meani land held under a mining
lease.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clauses 3 and 4:
Put and passed.
Clause 5.-Warden of any goldfield

may, prohibit use of water within any-
reservation, except for human consump-
tion:

MR. TRALYLEN said the object of the
Bill was to empower the Government, in
case of emergency, to step in and reserve

any source of water supply on a goldfield,
should the supply run short of the de-
mand; but he would point out there was
no medium between absolute prohibition
and a permission to use the water in
moderation or under certain restrictions.
If the supply was ample both human
beings and the lower animals would use
the water without stint; but, should the
water become scarce, this clause provided
that the Warden should step in and
absolutely prohibit the use of any water
except for human consumption. The
emergency might not be so great as all
that, but it appeared to him there was no
medium course open under this clause.

Tnt COMMISSIONER OF OROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) was
afraid there was no "happy medium"1 to
be found in this case. A. great deal must
be left to the discretion of the Warden,
who, no doubt, would take no extreme
course except in eases of absolute extre-
mity.

MR. MONGER said he must again
protest against an important Bill of this
kind being rushed through the House at
the last moment, without any chance of
public opinion being expressed upon it,
either through the press or in any other
way. In order to give some little time
for considering a Bill whicb has been so
unfavourably received, he moved that
progress be now reported, and leave
asked to sit again.

Question put-That progress be re-
ported; and, a division being called for,
the numbers were.

Ayes ... ... ... 8

Noes ... ... ... 8
Ans. Non~.

Mr. Conneor Mr. Hape
Mr. forit Mr. M1=m
Mr. De~ainel Mr. Pree
Mr. Molloy Mr. Piesse
Mr. Richardison Mr. Solomon
Mr. B. P. Shl Mr. Throsseil
Mr. Simpson Mr. Von
Mr. Monger (Taller). Mr. Traylso (Teoler).
The Chairman gave his easting vote

with the Noes.
Question put and negatived.
Clause agreed to.
Clauses 6 and 7:
'Put and passe.
Clause S.-"Ineorporation of Shorten-

ing Ordinance" :
MR. R. F. SHOLL asked what the

sections of the Shortening Ordinance
proposed to be incorporated with this
Bill referred to ?
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Tian PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
Said they dealt with peunilties and the
procedure to be observed.

Clause agreed to.
clause 9:
Put and passed.
Clause V.- " No holder of a miner's

right, mining license, or water right,
"or other person, shall be entitled to
"take, use, or divert any water contrary
to the provisions of this Act or the

"Regulations made hereunder, and wher-
"ever any of the provisions of this Act
"1or such Regulations are inconsistent

wit the provisions of the Goldfields
"Act, 1886, or the Mineral Lands Act of
"1892, or the Regulations made there-
"under respectively, the provisions of
"this Act and the Regulations made

"hereunder shall prevail :"
MR. R. F. SHOLL moved that the

clause be struck out.
Tas PREMISE (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):

The hon. member knows nothing about
it, or he would not move to strike this
clausBe out.

Ma. R. F. SHOLL:- Upon my word, I
believe I know more about this Bill than
the Government do themselves.

THE FRESHER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Nonsense.

Mua. R. F. BRO~LL said there was no
nonsense about it, They had been told
that the Bill did not interfere in any
way with anyone's existing rights, but
what did this clause say? According to
the clause, this Bill would override a
miner's right, or a. mining license, or a
wa~ter right held under the Goidfields
Act or Regulations. It only showed that
the Government did not understand their
own Bill.

THEn COMMTSSIOINER OF CROWN
LJANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) said
there were certain rights conveyed to
lessees and others under the Goldieolds
Act and the Mineral Lands Act, and the
regulations framed under those Acts,
whereby the holder of such rights was
entitled, among other things, to take or
divert, for his own use, any water situated
on Crown land. This clause simply pro-
nided that, in extreme cases, where a
person holding a water right on a gold-
field refused to allow anyone else to make
any use of the water, the Government
might step in and say that this water
might, under certain conditions, he used

for the benefit of the community on that
goldfield. The hon. member seemed to
think that the Government -were going to
do some great wrong. That was simply
imaginary. The law was not quite clear
upon the point at present, and the Gov-
ernment desired to have their powers
clearly defined, in case of necessity. If
members took this power away from the
Government, they must accept the re-
sponsibility, should any case of extreme
privation arise. The Government only
wished to have such a power for tile
savn of human life.

M.TJRAYLEN said he might also
point out that even this power would not
be exercised by the Government without
incurring a liability to recompense the
person injured for the time being for the
loss of his water.

Mu., R. F. SHOT4L did not see why
members should accept any responsibility
at all in this matter. The responsibility
rested with the Goverinent in not bring-
ing in the Bill earlier. He did not object
to the present Government having these
powers, but this Bill would remain on the
Statute-book when the present Govern-
ment no longer held office.'

Question-That the clause be struck
out--put and negatived.

Clause agreed to.
Preamble and Title:
Agreed to.
Bill reported, and report adopted.

GREEN HUSHES TOWNSITE ABOLITION
BILL.

SECOND READING.
THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN

LANDS (Hon. W. E. Mann ion) : In
rising to move the second reading of this
Bill, I may say it is purely a formal
matter. Some years ago a townsite was
proclaimed at Greenbushes, but it was
afterwards found that very few people
desired Wo purchase sny allotments there;
I believe only one block has been sold
since the townsite was proclaimed. It
was also discovered that tin existed, in
fair quantities, on various parts of the
town site; and representations were made
to the Government that the right of
mining should be granted upon the town-
site reserve. This right has been granted
over a portion of it. Further representa-
tions were made thatt it wa4 desirable to
throw the whole area open for mining
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proses; and it is in order to carry out
thtwish, expressed through the Regis-

trar of the Greenbushes tinflelds by the
mining community, that this Bill has
been introduced. i need not say any-
thing further, except that it is necessary
to have an Act of this kind in order that
legal rights may be given to those who
are mining on this land. I move the
second reading of the Bill.

MR. A. FORREST: Before the motion
is put. I should like to say that this town-
site was laid out at very great expense,-
it was before this Government's time.
A sufficient area was laid out for a popu-
lation of 100,000 people, I should think.
I hope the Commissioner of Lands, in
future, when laying out mining townsites
will not go to such expense as to lay out
townsites a hundred years in advance of
the time. We never know whether these
mining towusites may not be abandoned
at any time; and the Government should
be very careful not to lay out large areas
that will not be sold for generations. I
was in the district when the survey of this
Greenbushes towneite was made, and I
expressed my surprise at the time at the
useless expenditure that was being in-
curred.

Motion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

The Bill passed through commnittee sub
sitentio, and was reported to the House
without amendment, and the report
adopted.

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION DILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses I to 10, inclusive:
Put and passed.
Clause ll.-" Any person who is

(x.) A householder habitually resid-
ing within the district, and
occupying a dwelling house
of the clear annual value of
Ten pounds sterling; or,

(2.) The father, or if he is deaid, or
absent or otherwise incap-
acitated, the mother of any
child attending any Govern-
ment or Assisted school
within the district for such
time as is prescribed by the
regulations made under this
Act, or

(3.) The guardian or other person
who maintains or has the
custody of any child attend-
ing any Government or As-
sisted school as aforesaid,

shall be qualified to have his or her
name placed upon the electoral roll of
the district:."

MR. K. P. SIEaLL moved that the
words "or Assisted" be struck out of
sub-section (z). He did so for this
reason: as the State provided assistance
for these Assisted schools, and as it had
been stated-and he did not know that
it had been denied-that many of the
children attending these schools were
taken in free, he did not see why the
parents should have a vote at the election
of a. district board. The parents of
children attending the State schools paid
their children's school fees, and were
entitled to a vote. There ought to be
some qualification with regard to parents,
and he did not see what qualification
they could have except that they paid
their children's fees, which was the case
in the Government schools.

THE PREMIER (HOn. Sir J. Forrest):
They don't always pay in the Gov.
ermnent schools; many people do not
pay.

MR. R. F. SHOLL thought that, as a
rule, the parents paid in the State schools,
but they were told that children were
seduced from these schools to the Assisted
schools, where they were admitted free,
in order to get the capitation grant. He
did not think, in that case, that the
parents of children attending these schools
should have a voice in the election of a
school board.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Why ?

MR. R. F. SHOTJTJ The " Honoured
Chief " is so dense this evening that he
cannot understand a plain argument.

THE COMMISSIONER OP Cuow-N LANDS
(Hon. W. E. Marmion): Because they
educate children free, the supporters of
these schools should not have a vote; is
that it?

MR. R F. SEOLL: Just so. These
school boards have to control the State
schools as well as the Assisted schools.
Wve might have the parents of children
attending the Assisted schools deciding
an election, in favour of their own candi-
dates.

Education Act [11 OCT., 1893.1
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Question put-That the words proposed
to be struck out stand part of the clause.

The committee divided, with the fol-
lowing result--

15Ayes ...
Noes ...

Majority for ... .. 10
Arcs. NOES.

Mr. Connor Mr. DarL6t
Mr. Doliamel Mr. Hare
Sir John Forrest MrEob~ard
Mr. A. Forrest Mr. Simso
Mr. Marmion Mr. ripF.Sheoll (Teller).
Mr. Molloy
Mr. Monger
Mr. Paterson

Mr. Pern

Mr. Throsmdll
Mr. ven

Mr. Piesse (relies).
Clause agreed to, as printed.
Clauses 12 to 16 inclusive:
Put and passed.
Clause 1 7.-"AUl fees for the attendance

"of children in Government schools shall
"be paid to and received by the several
":persons authorised in that behalf by the
"Minister, and may be recovered sum -
"maaily by the persons so authorised.
"under the provisions of an Ordinance

"Passed in the fourteenth year of Her
"present Majesty and numbered five, and
"the production of a document in writing
purporting to be signed by the Minister,

"authorising any person to collect such
"fees, shall be prirnd facie proof that he

"is so authorised :"
MR. SIMPSON said 'he supposed it

would be admittedl by all public men who
had looked into this question, without
regard to any sectarian issues at all-
which they were all desirous of eliminating
from this debate-that education, if com-
pulsory, should also be free. But it was
suggested here that not only should there
be school fees, but that they should be
recovered by process of law. Knowing
as they did the conditions. under which
these fees were recovered, and that it
was admitted that the Assisted schools
depleted the Government schools by
admitting children without a fee, whereas
in Government schools the parents were
responsible for the fees, he thought the
better plan would be to abandon the fees
altogether. The total incomae derived by
the colony from these fees did not amount
to more than X01,300, and he thought
they might abandon the question of fees

atogether in connection with this elemen-treducation question. It would then
be understood that every child in the land
might go to a public school and learn his
three " R's," without being regarded as a
pauper. He should think that the present
Ministry would be glad to accept this
suggestion, because it would tend to make
them more popular. They knew that the
great object of the lpresent Ministry in
dealing with this education -question, as
well as other questions, was to become
popular. Anything for the sake of ga~in-
ing popularity. They were prepared to
allow popular feeling even to formulate
their educational policy, so long as they
thought they would not sacrifice their
popularity. As he had pointed out, the
total sum received from this source was
very small, but at the same time the 3d. a,
week might be severely felt by many poor
people who had a numbe of children
going to school. To strike. out the clause
would avoid a. vexed and difficult question.
and he begged to move that it be struck
out.

TnE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) said the
hon, member for Geraldton seemed to
have an idea, in his mind that the one
object of the Government was to make
themselves popular, and that to do so
they should adopt the hon. member's own
views, and provide education free for all
classes of the community. But he did
not think that the Governmrnent were going
to follow the hon. member's dictum as to
the way of gaining popularity. The hon.
member stated that as some children were
admitted free, all children should be
placed on the same footing, otherwise it
cast a kind of stigma upon the poorer
classes. The Government had yet to
learn that it was a disgrace to be poor.
It was not the Government but the hon.
member himself who enunciated that
doctrine. There were many parents-
the majority of parents, he was happy to
say, in this colony-who could afford,
and who were willing, to pay for their
children's schooling. They were as ready
to pay for instruction as they were to pay
their butchers and their bakers: one was
food for the mind and the other food for
the body. Why should they not do soP
He faed to see any weight in the hon.
member's argument. It was all very
well to say that the free system was, in
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existence in the other colonies ; it did not
follow that we should adopt the same
principle here. We would like to follow
them in most things that were good and
which also suited our own circumstances,
hbut not to follow them blindly, without
some good reas6on for it. The majority
of people in this colony who sent their
children to the Government schools would
rather pay for their schooling than be
recipients at the hands of the State of
the education of their offspring. He
honestly believed that. The hon. mem-
ber suggested that the Assisted schools
made efforts to attract children from the
State schools by offering them free edu-
cation. He would distinctly challenge
the statement. He believed it was simply
a random assertion on the part of the
hon. member, in no way justified by fact.
The hon. member must bear in mind that
the section of the community who were
at present supporting these Assisted
schools bad to support them to a very
great extent out of' their own funds,
obtained from adherents of their own
Church ; and any man of ordinary per-
ception would see that they required to
get as much as they possibly could from
the psirents of the children attending
their schools. He believed that if the
hon. member thought proper to inquire
into the circumstances-which he -sup-
posed the hon. member had never done,
but simply made an. assertion which he
could not substantiate-he would have
found that the cases where children had
been admitted free to Assisted schools
were cases analogous to those in which
children were also admitted to the State
schools free, namely, where their parents
were not in a position to pay for them.
Did the hion. member complain because
those who, at considerable self-sacrifice,
supplied education at half the cost
which the State did, should also make
a further sacrifice and admit a. few poor
children to their schools free? That
was an extraordinary indictment to make.
Personally he thought the time had not
arrived yet-it might arrive later on-
when this colony could afford to go in
for a free system of education. Nor was
there any necessity for it. As he had said
before, the bulk of the parents who sent
their children to the State schools would
prefer paying for their education. They
bad never asked for it-, nor had the

question ever been mooted at any election
in the colony.

Ma. SIMPSON : I will. moot it.
THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN

LANDS (Ron. W. E. Mannijon): I know
there are some people in every community
who are proverbial for creating mischief.
I do not say that the lion, member is one
of them.

Mn. Sim- noN: You are doing it very
well now.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Mara-ion):- I simply
desire to say that in my opinion the time
has not arrived yet in this colony for the
adoption of a free system of State educa-
tion. When the time does arrive I shall
be prepared to support it.

ME- SILMIP1ON: It is simpiy a question
of time.

Tarnc COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. B. Maunion): The
withdrawal of this clause would not have
the effect the hon. member desires; this
oily provides the mode of recovering the
fee. It would require an amendment of
the original Act to carry out what he
desired.

MR. RICHAURDSON said. he was in-
clined to think, with all due deference to
the Government and to the Commissioner
of Crown Lands, that there was more in
this point than at first sight appeared;
and he felt inclined to follow the hon.
member for Geraldton in this matter. He
rather thought this was the key of the posi-
tion. The Commissioner of Crown Lauds
said there was no disgrace about being
poor, and that most people preferred to
pay for their children's. schooling. If this
clause were omitted, there would he noth-
ing to prevent their paying. But it might
have thiis. good effect: if education in all
the elementary schooli-,were free, and
people in certain positions of life were
too proud to accept free education for
their children, they would send them
somewhere else where they would have
to pay, and the State schools would be
relieved of that class of children whose
parents could well afford to pay for their
education. Alter all, the income derived
from these school fees was very paltry
indeed. He verily believed that the
amount which the State would lose by
adopting a free system of education could
be very easily gathered froma sonic other
sources that would be wuore acceptable
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to the community and more profitable to
the State. There was another point:
there would be no excuse then for parents
not sending their children to school. At
present there was some excuse, when
they could not afford it, They all knew
the difficulty of enforcing the compulsory
clause. There were scores and hundreds
of children in the country districts who
were kept from school on various pretexts,
and the compulsory clause was very sel-
dom enforced. The parents had a very
good get-off when they said they could
not afford to pay for their children's
schoolg.I we allowed them. to have
their schlng free the last remnant of
excuse for not sending their children to
school would be taken away.

Mnt. R. F. SROLL said he would sup-
port this amendment. One of the great
complaints of teachers was that if they
insisted upon the payment of fees, child-
ren at once left the school and went off
to some other school, which, of course,
injured the teachers, who were paid by
results. There were many people in the
colony who, if they were poor, did not
like to own it, and, if their children -were
entitled to receive their education free,
these people would not keep their child-
ren at home from any false sense of pride
or delicacy. At present they preferred
to make a sacrifice and pay for their
children because other children paid, and
they did not like their children to appear
as paupers. They either did that or kept
them at borne. This would do away with
that objection, and also do away with the
temptation offered by Assisted Schools
to take children in free. He thought it
would be better to have free education
all round, at any rate in our elementary
schools.

Miz. DEHLAMETJ said if he thought
that striking Out this clause would bring
about free education, he should certainly
support it; but, when one looked at the
clause, it would be seen that it only
referred to the method of recovering the
school fee. It did not touch the 4th
section of the principal Act, which cast
upon the Central Board the duty of fix-
ing the fees; and, so long as that clause
remjained -in force, school fees must be
paid.

Mu. SIMPSO1N said he would move to
repeal that clause, in the event of his
present motion being carried. He should

like to direct attention to the wording of
the clause which he now moved to strike
out. It provided that al school fees in
arrear were to be recovered summarily,
by process of law, in virtue of the provi
sons of an old ordinance passed forty
years ago. He took it that under this
new Act, the Minister of Education would
practically be the Premier. This clause
gave the Premier, or the Minister admin-
istering the Act, power to sell the bed
and blankets of ay poor i oman if she
did not pay her children's school fees.

MR. MONGRas: That Premier would.
not bat long.

MR. SIMPSON said that was what the
present Ministry wished to obtain power
to do-power to sell the blankets, and
perhaps the bedstead, and also the platter
upon which this poor woman ate her
meals. So far as the monetary value of
the fees were concerned, he had already
stated it did not amount to more than
£1,300 a year; and yet, for the sake of
this paltry amount of revenue, the present
Ministry sought this power to prosecute
poor people who could not afford to pay
their poor little children's school fees.

A-w Ho4. MEMBEa: Very pathetic!
THE COMMSSIONRi OF CaRowir LANRDs

(Hon. W. E. Mannion): Give him a,
pocket handkerchief.

Ma.. SIMPSON. Of course the Minis-
try, with their large office emoluments,
did not know what this meant to the
poor, to whom these odd shillings and
sixpences were a matter of considerable
moment. Of course this did not dawn
upon the Ministry. It had been pointed
out that the present system created com-
petition, and that competition was the
life of trade; but he would remind those
who used that argument that it was death
to the competitor eventually. One or
other would have to go to the wall.
Which system was to die out P The
Government schools or the Assisted
schools ?

THE Covrnssionnt oF CROWN LANDS
(Ron. W. E. Marmion):. If the hon.
member wishes to know-neither.

MR. MOLLOY said the hon. member
had made a very sympathetic appeal for
the poor. How far it was sincere, he
could not say; nor was it to the point.
On a former occasion the hon. member
had moved in the interests of the teachers,
because of the difficulties they were placed
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in, with regard to recovering the shool
fees ; hut now, when it was propeosed lto
relieve the teachers of some of theirI
responsibilities in this respect, and to putI
them in a better position, the hon. mem-
ber raised his voice against it, and made
an ad miaeri*cordiani appeal to the feelings
of members about some poor women
having their beds and blankets sold, in
order to pay their children's school fees.
He really was surprised that an hon.
member who had taken up such a
prominent position in connection with
this education question should display
such ignorance of the provisions of the
Act. The 4th clause of the Act provided
distinctly that the fees were not to be
exacted in cases where the child or its
parent was unable to pay, through
poverty. That was a complete answer to
the hon. member's sympathetic appeal on
behalf of the poor.

Question put-That the clause be struck
out.

Upon a division the numbers 'were : -
Ayes ... ... ... 6
Noes ... ... .. 1

Majority against ... 9
AYES. NOES.

Mr. HUpe Mr. Connor
Mr. Pers Mr. Dari6t

Mr. ichadeonMr. DeHamneI
Mr. R. P. Shl Sir John Forrest
Mr. Throusell Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Simpson (Teller). Mr. Marmion

Mr. Molloy
Mr. Monger
Mr. Paterson
Mr. Piess
Kr. Quinlan

Mr. a., W. Shell
Mr. Solomon
Mx. Ven
Mr, Tntylen (1'elcr).

Question put and negatived.
Clause agreed to.
Clause 18.-"1 In every Government

school a portion of each day, not exceed-
ighalf an hour, may be set apart for

relgious instructibn :"
Ma. MONGER said he had listened to

the oratory of members all through the
discussion on this Bill, and, to his mind,
there was no occasion for it until they
camne to this clause. With regard to this
clause, however - the most important
alteration that could possibly be proposed
by any Government, without going to the
country, and without having obtained the
approval of the community at large-he
thought that some exception should
be taken to so radical at change. This

question of teaching religion in schools
had, no doubt, received greater considera.
tion from many members than he had
been able to give it; but he felt it
his duty, upon an occasion such as this,
to express his disapproval of religion
being introduced into our State schools.
He knew there were many members who
would objecjt to the views which he held
on this question, but that would not deter
him from giving expression to them. His
principal argument-and he might say
the only argument he was going to use
on this occaion-against this clause was,
that this important change in the edu-
cational system of the colony had never
been submitted to the country.

Mn. SIMPsoN: Kick the Bill out.
MR. MONGER: That is just what I

would like to do.
Mix. SIMPsoNq: Hear, hear. I'll sup-

port you.
Mn. MONGER said he considered that

before so important a change as this was
made, the people who returned them to
that House, and who returned the mem-
bers of the Ministry, should have an
opportunity of expressing their views
upon the subject. The previous portions
of the Bill were to a certain extent neces-
sary alterations, but when they camne to
a question of this importance, be thought
it should receive the serious consideration
of the people of the colony before that
House passed it into law. Members were
there almost for their last evening before
the present Parliament expired, and they
were going to pass a measure of vital
importance, without giving the country
any opportunity of sayig whether they
desired the change or not. And for what
reasonP Simply because one or two
members had thought fit to make this
question of religious teaching in our
schools one of the great points in their
political creed, and because certain letters
and certain articles had appeared in a
certain newspaper. That was the only
reason why this clause had been ad-
mitted into this Bill. Even the Premier,
when introducn the Bill showed, from
the reniarks tthe made, that the Gov-
ernment were not in sympathy with it.

MR. SuirsoN : Hear, hear. They don't
like the Bill; they wish they had never
touched it.

MR. MONGER said he understood
from the Premier's remarks that they

1145Education Act



1146 Education A ct [ASML.Amnm tBil

were not in full sympathy with this clause,
at any rate.

TaE PREIcxER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest)
I never said anything of the sort.

Mnt. MONGER said he could only re-
peat that he considered-and he hoped
most members would agree with him-
that before such an important change as
this was made in the educational system
of the colony,-

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
They have it now, in the existing Act.

MR. MONGER repeated that before
such an important change as this was
made in the educational system of the
country, the people of the colony should
have had an opportunity of expressing
their opinion upon it. Th~is was like
most other measures which the Govern-
ment had brought in at the last moment
of the session; the excuse was that it was
already in existence. The Premier said
we had it Dow in the existiug Act. If so,
why bring it forward again in the shape
of a new BillP He begged. formally to
move that Clause 18, with its various
sub-sections, be struck out.

Mn,. TRAYLEN said he would be very
glad to support the hon. member for
York in his amendment. He did think
that when a community was split up into
so many religious sects as our own was,
it was injudicious for us to arange for
the teaching of religion in buildings that
were set apart for State education. In
any case, the hours given to school in-
struction were very short. We comn-
plained of the heat or of the rain, as the
case might be, and we aorraniged for short
how's for teaching; and he thought it was
a pity, with so many other advantages
that now existed for religious education,
that the time devoted to school hours
should be applied to teaching religion,
when there were Sunday schools and re-
ligious services, and other opportunities
for teaching it more effectually, and to
much greater advantage in other ways.
Whilst the State was doing its duty in
supporting education, he thought it might
be content with doing so without intro-
*ducing dogmatic religion into our schools.-
He was not going to say a word against
the use of the Bible as a school book.
He thought it was not only right to use
it, but that we ought to use it. But it
was an entirely different thing to give an
opportunity for the ministers of various

denominations to go into the school-roon
and interfere with the ordinary routin4
of school work, for the purpose of teach
ig the particular tenets of their re
spective sects. There were scarcely an]
school-rooms in the colony that cou12
afford the accommodation that was pre
supposed by this Bill. For the mos,
part these buildings consisted of onm
room, and it would be found next to im
possible to give to any minister a~n op
portunity of teaching the children of hi
own particular denomination without in
terfering with the ordinary and prope
work of the school, For these reasons
briefly, he should use his own vote hi
support of striking out this clause.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. For rest
said he had been surprised at the attitud
of some members with regard to thi
clause. This Bill was a very small Bill
introduced by the Government to mmo
certain difficulties, and it was not of tha
great importance that some member
would lead them to suppose. The truti
of the matter, so far as he -was able FA
juidge, was this: some members had takei
advantage of this small ineasure-becaus,
he again maintained that the change
proposed by the Government were reall:
umimportant, very unimportant -som
members had taken advantage of this EUl
having been introduced in order to star
a crusade on the question of the Stat
teaching religion and aiding religion
It might suit some members to star
this crusade, and the introduction o
this Bill had given them the oppor
tunity which they so much desired
With regard to this particular claust
a similar clause had been in existenc
in our present Act for over twent.
years, providing for religions instructio1
in our elementary schools. The onl,
difference was this, that under the exist
ing Act this religious instruction had t
be given before or after school houri
whereas under the present Bill it migh

begvndurin school hours, but not fo
a lnger period than half an hour. H9
wars not able to say to what extent thi
privilege, allowed under the existing Ad
had been a~vailed of. No doubt it ha
been found inconvenient, and difficult t
get the children to attend after schloc
hours, or before school hours. Ohildrei
did not care to be detained after thei
regular school hours to receive religiou
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teaching or anything else; and it was
proposed by this Bill to allow this religious
instiuction to be given during a. portion
of the ordinary school hours.

MR. MomoNR: When there is only one
room, how will it work?

TnE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he did not think it would -work at
all. The Bill said they must be separated.
Sub-section (i) of the clause said: " The
children receiving such religious instruc..
tion shall be separated from the other
children of the school." But there were
schools, he supposed, where this could be
done. A great deal had been made by
some hon. members of the fact that re-
ligious instruction was to be given during
ordinary school hours, instead of before
or after school hours; but it seemed to
him it was only a very small difference.
If hon. members did not believe mn re-
ligious. instruction at all, he could under-
stand their object being to confine the
school hours to secular instruction; but
if they -were of opinion-as most people
in this colony, he was glad to say, were-
that there should be religious instruction
-very few advocated there should be
none-he could not understand their
making so much objection to its being im-
parted during school hours, instead of
before or after school hours. The Church
of England were unanimous in favour of
it, and he believed that the Church of
Rome did not in any way object to it.
With regard to the Wesleyan community,
the Rev. Mr. Simpson, who represented
the Wesleyan community at the time,
sent him a copy of two resolutions which
that body had agreed to, one being in
favour of the abolition of the Assisted
schools, and the other agreeing to religious
instruction being imparted. He replied.
as he had already informed the Rouse,
that the Government were pledged to
bring in this clause (called the New South
Wales clause), and that they intended to
do so.

MR. Sutspson: To whom were they
pledgedP

THE: PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest):
To this Hlouse.

MR. SirmpsoN;: It is not in Hausard.
THE PREMIER (Ron. SirSJ. Forrest):

At any 5 te they promised the religious
bodies that they, would do it. But, as he
told Mr. Simpson at the time, the Govern-
ment were not prepared to abolish the

Assisted schools. Since then, ho was
aware that the Wesleyans had said that
the two things must go together, or else
they would be opposed to religious in-
struction being imparted in the schools.
This, perhaps, was the reason why the
lion. member for York had moved to
strike out this clause.

Ma. MouNnE: I never said so.
Tunt PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest)

said no doubt the hen, member was
speaking for the denomination which he
belonged to. He could assure the hon.
member that he had not been aware until
a little while ago that the Wesleyan com-
munity in any way objected to this clause.
R1e thought there was a unanimous feel-
ing amongst all the Churches that religi-
ous instruction should be introduced,
under certain restrictions, within school
hours; and that was the reason why the
Government introduced this clause. He
had never taken any very prominent part
in educational matters in the colony;
he did not think he had ever made
a speech in that House on the subject
until the present session, and he was
not aware how the religius instruc-
tion clause bad worked htherto. But
he had not heard any complaints about
it, and be had reason to believe that
it had been availed of to some extent,
though he understood it had not worked
altogether satisfactorily. But he had
heard no good argument whatever against
the imparting of religious instruction
in our schools. He thought that too
much altogether had been made of this
matter. Anyone would think from the
rema~rks of some members that the Gov-
ernment had altogether changed the
educational system of the colony, and
introduced something quite novel, where-
as they had only altered the existing Act
in a very small particular.

Ma. DEHAMEL said it seemed to
him they were having a storm in a tea-
cup, over a very small matter. This
clause simply allowed religion to be
taught by ministers of religion instead of
by the school teachers. That seemed to
him to be the main alteration made in
the clause. The hon. member for Green-
ough complained that it would take away
hal an hour of precious school time ;
but it seemed to bim that the hon. mem-
ber had not mastered the Education Act
(as he would show presently). What
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dlid this clause propose? That "in every
Government school a portion of each day,
not exceeding half an hour, may be set
apart, when the children of any one re-
ligious persuasion may be instructed by,
clergymen or other re ligious teachers of
such persuasion." It would be gathered
from that, that the children of each de-
nomination were to receive religious in-
struction on different days; so that the
children of any particular denomination
would probably only receive such instruc-
tion for the space of one half-hour in the
week. Clause 19 provided that if any
clergyman or religious teacher did not
atten'd any portion of the lperiod agreed
to be set apart for religious instruction,
such period should be devoted to the
ordinary secular instruction in such
school. So that it came to this: half.
an-hour in each week might be setiaar
for religious instruction to the chide
of each denomination. What did the
existing Act provide P That this re-
ligious instruction shall be given either
at the beginning or at the end, or at the
beginning and at the end, of each day.
But they found, by Clause 24 of the Act,
that the instruction to be given in all
schools "1shall not be less than five hours
a, day, four hours of which shall be
devoted to secular instruction." What
did that moan? That the other hour
should he devoted to religious instruc-
tion. Therefore, the argument of the
hon. member for the G-reenough that,
by the introduction of the clause now
before the comm ittee, we were taking
away from the children time that
should be devoted to secular instruction
was founded on a complete fallacy. As
a matter of fact it was proposed to devote
less time to religious instruction under
this Bill than was contemplated under
the Act now in force. He could not see
any reason at all to find fault with this
clause, and he for one should certainly
support it.

MEL. RICHARDSON said it appeared
to him that this clause was purely per-
missive; there was nothing compulsory
about it. It only provided that when
it was the wish of parents that their
children should be instructed by the
ministers of the denomination to which
they belonged, the clergyman of that
denomination should have an opportunity
of imparting such instruction. Being

permissive, he did not feel inclined to
oppose it. He was very much afraid
that the religious instruction aodminis-
tered in Sunday schools& very often fell
short of the mark, there being no com-
pulsory clause to compel the attendance
of children. If he were asked whether the
State was the proper authority to give
religious instruction, he should say no.
The State was incapable of teaching
religion, nor was it the province of the
State to do so; nor was it right for any
of the hinds of the State to be used to
subsidise religion or religious teaching.
But this was an entirely different prin-
ciple. The State hero simply said, if
parents or guardians wished that their
children should receive religious instnac-
tion from their own ministers they could
have it. It did not go one whit further
than that. The State did not propose to
pay for this instruction, 'Possibly it
might be a valuable opportunity for somae
children to receive this religious in-
struction, which they mnight not other-
wise have a chance of receiving, when
their minds were malleable and impres-
sionable.

U. MONGER said it had been stated
by the Premier that he had bad some cor-
respondence with the Rev. Mr. Simpson,
in which that gentleman entirely agreed
with the opinions or ideas held by him-
self, the Premier.

Tan, PRLEMIRz (Ron. Sir J. Forrest):
I never said that.

Mna. MONGER said he must then have
entirely misunderstood the hon. gentle-
man, for he certainly thought that was
what he stated. But the rremier might
have gone further, and stated that, since
the arrival of Mr. Simpson's successor,
further correspondence had taken place,
in which it was proved that the Premier
or the Oolonial Secretary had placed an
entirely wrong conception on the remarks
contained in the particular letter which
the Premier had referred to as having
received from Mr. Simpson.

THEs PREER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest):-
He never answered my letter, at any
rate.

MR. MONGER thought that if the
hon. gentleman would look back and
refer to the correspondence in question,
he would find he had been somewhat
astray in his remarks that evening with
reference to this particular denomination.
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However, it was not hii wish to take up
the timie of the House unnecessarily. He
was sorry that the clause appeared to find
so much support. Still it was only what
he might have expected. He expected
the Government, in their very strong
position, to carry any proposal of theirs
which they wished to put forward. He
extremely regretted, however, that in an
important matter such as this, they had
thought fit to bring it on at such a late
hour of the session, and without giving
the people of the country a fair oppor-
tunity of knowing what the provisions of
the Bill were. He would only add again
that he did not think that the Govern-
ment were really in sympathy with this
clause; they had simply brought it for-
ward at the instigation of one member,
of one particular Church, supported by
one particular newspaper.

Question-That the clause be struck
out-put and negatived on the voices.

MR. SIMPSON said the clause as it
stood only applied to Government schools.
He proposed to move, as an amendment,
that it should also apply to Assisted
schools. That would cover all the ele-
mentary schools of the colony, and enable
religious instruction to be given in any
school by any minister or clergyman. If
it was a wise provision as regarded Gov-
ernment schools, it must be equally wise
as regarded Assisted schools. He moved
that the words " or Assisted " be inserted
after the word " Government."

Mu. TELAYIJEN said he would support
the proposition of the hon. member for
Geraldton in this instance, and he hoped
it would commend itself to the good
graces of the committee-that this reli-
gious instruction should be open to all
schools alike. He supposed there was
scarcely a school in the colony that was
attended wholly by cldren belonging to
one and the samte denomination; and, if
it was proper that the clergy should enter
the Government schools for this purpose,
it was only right and proper that they
should also be allowed to enter the As-
sisted schools for the same putrpose.

THiE COMMISSIONER of CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E5. Mannion) thought
that under certain conditions this would
be a very good idea, one of those condi-
tions being that the Assisted schools
should be placed on the ssane footing as
the Government schools in other respects.

Mn. SIMPSON: In what other res-
pectsP

TaxE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Ron. W. E, Marmion): One
of them was that they should receive the
sa me amount of State aid.

MR. SIMPSON: I thought so. We have
got it now.

Tax COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hlon. W. E. Marinion):. Did
the hon. member mean to insinuate that
if they wore to offer these Assisted schools
a11 the State aid which he had suggested
they would accept it unconditionally?
The hon. member knew very well that
they would not. The hon. member was
very eager to take away from these schools
all that he could, but he was not very
eager to give them anything.

MR. MOLLOY thought the proposition
of the hon. member for Geraldton was a
very reasonable one, and he should cer-
tainly support it. He thought it was only
right that any children attending Assisted
schools should have the benefit of religi-
ouis instruction, as well as the children
attending Government schools.

Tnx PREMIER (Hron. Sir J. Forrest)
did not think there was any great harm
in the amendment, but they must remem-
ber that these Assisted schools were
supported by the State to only one-half
the extent that the Government schools
were supported, and that the buildings
where the children were taught were not
the property of the State. Although he
should be sorry to think that religion was
excluded from these schools-be really
had no reason to suppose that at all-
still he did not see how they could
very well expect to be allowed to exer-
cise the same control over Thhese schools
as over the Government schools, in this
matter. So far as the Assisted schools
at present in elistence were concerned,
they were-although not necessarily so-
under the auspices of particular religious
bodies, who, they might rely upon it,
would take care to teach their own religion.
The Roman Catholic body had schools,
and the Church of England had a couple
of schools of this class. He did not
think that we were very likely to have
Assisted schools unc~uneeted with re-
ligious bodies; therefore it appeared to
him it was ianwcessary to insist upon
this amendment. He thought they might
reasonably take ft for granted it. re-
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ligious instruction would be given in
these schools. The very reasons that the
promoters of these institutions wanted
schools of their own was in order
that they might have the control of
the religious training of their own chil-
dren.

Mit. TRAYLEN said no one had sug-
gested that an Assisted school, sustained
by a religious denomination, would not
teach the children attending it the re-
ligious tenets of that denomination; but
what the committee had affirmed a few
moments ago was that the ministers of
all denominations should be at liberty to
enter the Government schools for the
purpose of giving religious instruction
to any children who happened to belong
to their respective Churches. Why not
extend the same lprinciple to Assisted
schools ? It was well known that every
Assisted school had some children attend-
ing it belonging to other denominations;
and all that was contended for now was
that a minister should be allowed to follow
any child of his own denomination into
an Assisted school as well as into a Gov-
ernment school-if he could catch him.
He believed that was the expression. It
seemed somewhat irreverent, but it was
very suggestive.

MR. R. F. SHOLA could not see any
objection to the amendment. It simply
gave the right to the minister of any de
nomination to visit these Assisted schools,
if there were any children of his own
denomiination there requirng religious

--- instruction. It appeared to him a very
harmless amendment. It was simply the
Same privilege as was accorded to mnins-
ters who wished to attenrd the Government
Schools for the same purpose. Under
this clause they could not prevent a
Roman Catholic priest from entering a
Government school and giving religious
instruction there to any child or children
belonging to that Church, and why should
they debar ministers of other denommi-
ations from entering an Assisted school
to do the same thing? He thought the
proposal a very reasotable one.

The committee divided on the amend-
ment, with the following result--

Ayes.,
Noes..

14
7

Majority for ..

AY ES.
Mr. Dnrldt
Mr. Har
Mr. Itloy

Mr. Paterson
Mr. Pearse
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Richardson
Mr. R. F. Shofl
Mr. H. W. BbolI
Mr. SOlomona
Sir J.0. Lee Steers
Mr. ThrosaetU
Mr. Traylen
Mr. Simpson (Toller).

NOES
Mr Oonnor
Sir Jobiw Forrest
Mr. Marinion
Mr. Mne
Mr .jna

Mr. A. Forrest (Toilr.

Question put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clause 19:
Put and passed,
Clause 20. - 14 In all Government

"Schools the teaching shall be strictly
"non-sectarian, hut the words ' secular
"instruction' shall be 'held to include
"general religious teaching as distin-
"guished from dogmatic or polemical
"theology: "

MR. MONGER asked the Premier to
be good enough to explain what was
mneant by "1general religious teaching as
distinguishied from dogmatic or polemical
theology." A clause like that was calcu-
lated to overcome members altogether.
Ho must confess he had only a smattering
iden of what it alluded to, and he should
like some explanation. from the hon.
gentleman in charge of the Bill before he
could agree to it. Perhaps the hon.
member for Beverley might be able to
assist the hon, gentleman.

THE PREMIER (lion. Sir J. Forrest)
said the clause seemed to him quite clear.
" General religious teaching as distin-
guished from dogmatic or polemical
theology "-what could be more clear
than thatP Polemical theology, he pre-
sumed, meant controversial or disputative
theology.

Ma. Rbou&ansoN: Perhaps thePreinier
will toll usn what religious doctrines are not
controversial or disputative.

Tan. PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he did not think the clause was a new
one. He believed it existed in the New
South Wales Act, and no doubt it was
thoroughly understood by those who
worked the Act.

MR. MONGER moved that the clause
be struck out.

MR. MOL1LOY thought that, to say
the least of it, the clause was inconsistent.
They allowed religious instruction to be
imparted hy the ministers of every
denomination ; yet here they insisted that
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of Government, to have said so. But
there had been no agitation whatever-
he said that distinctly-for the repeal of
the present Act or for interfering with
the present system. He never heard
anything of it, if there had been. Those
who moved and urged the Government
to alter the Act, as regards allowing re-
ligious instruction in the schools, never
said a word about doing away with these
Assisted schools. He told the hon. mem-
ber for Geraldton last year that the Gov-
ernment did not intend to take any steps
to abolish those schools, and he saw no
reason for moving in that direction. If
that quiestion was going to be brought
forward at the next election, those who
were raising the cry, and trying to set
one religion against the other, would be
responsible for it. He did not intend to
assist anyone in fomenting discord and
dissension amongst our various religious
bodies. We bad gone on in peace and
harmony for the last twenty years, and
he wanted to continue mn peace and bar-
iony. It might suit some people, who

wanted to make themselves very pro-
minent, to raise this cry; but al he
could say was, he had no sympathy with
anyone who tried to pit one religion
against another and to disseminate dis-
cord amongst the community. The

opiion of the Government was that there
had been no good reasons advanced why
the present system should he changed in
this respect. He should be very glad
indeed himself if the -whole community
would be satisfied to participate in one
uniform sysbem. of national education;
he should hail the day when that con-
summation was realised. But they knew
it was not possible to induce the whole
community to accept one system, unless
they adopted some means of coercion;
and he was not going to coerce a. large
section of the community if he could
help it. They must have some regard
to the conscientious scruples of people.
The Roman Catholics had shown that
they were in earnest in this matter,
not only in this colony, hut throughout
all the colonies. They built their own
schools without any assistance from the
State, and they maintained them, receiv-
ing only one-half the assistance from the
State that other schools received. Re
thought, when they found a large section
of the commnunity so earnest and zealous,

they were entitled to respect. That was
the view he took of it. He was not im-
hued with any idea of sectarianism, him-
self; he wished to be liberal-minded, and
to do what was fair and honest in this
matter. He wished to respect the feelings
of others, and he wished others to respect
his own. He saw no reason whatever
why we should have this vexed question
thrust upon us, and dissension caused in
the community. There had been no cry
for it. It was only from a, few members
in that Rouse, who, taking advantage of
this Bill being before the House, thought
there was a good chance of raising this
cry of religious illiberality, and of setting
one religion against another. The hon.
member for the 0-ascoyne, as he belonged
to that Church which was numerically
the strongest, thought of course lie could
use hard words, and talk about raising
the flag and seeing who would be the
victors in the fight. But he (the Premier)
did not wish to fight, himself. He also
belonged to that religious community
which was the strongest in number,
but he wished to live in peace and har-
mony with all his fellow-colonists. He
respected their feelings, and had a regard
for their opinions, as he hoped to have
his own. feelings and opinions respected.
That was the view he took. He was not
going to join in any attempt to coerce
any large section of the community, so
long as he believed they were doing the
best they could for their own people, and
were acting in a, loyal and. law-abiding
manner. Therefore he intended to move
to strike out this clause altogether, and
be hoped the House would support him
in doing so.

Ma. RICHTARDSON said lie did not
wish to say very much, but he rather
took exception to one of the Premier's
words, -coerce. The bon. gentleman said
he dlid not wish to be a party to coerce
any section of the community.

THE PRExME (Ron. Sir J. Forrest):
Any large section, I said.

Mn. RICHARDSON did not think
there was any idea of coercion at all in
the minds of those who supported this
clause. Re thought the boot was rather
on the other leg. If people were called
upon to support a system of national
education, aud in addition to that were
called upon to support another system
which was contrary to their religious
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the instruction should not be of a, dog-
mkatic or polemical character. How could
it be otherwise ? He would support the
striking mut of the clause.

THF, COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) thought
the clause meant this:, that whilst any
particular clergyman, hiad the right to
teach the tenets of his own religion dur-
ing the half hour devoted to religious
istruction, the ordinary school instruc-

tion-athough it might iuclude general
religious teaching-must not embrace any
dogmatic or polemical theology. He did
not think the clause referred at all to the
half-hour allowed for religious instruc-
tion, but to the ordinary curriculum of
the school.

Mn. TRAYIEN said it must be re-
mnemnbered that, after all, this religious
instruction by the clergy and other
ministers was permissive and not obliga-
tory, and if the clergy chose to stay away
the children would be left without any
religious instruction at all from the
teacher, if they struck out this clause,
which defined that "1secular instruction "
shoui ld be held to include general religious
teching-such as the reading of chapters
of the Bible-as distinguished from pole-
mnical theology.

Mu. RICHARDSON: Who is to be the
Judge as to what is, or is not, polemical
theology ?

Tan, PREMIER (Hon. SirS. Forrest):
The Minister, I suppose.

Motion put and negatived.
Clause agreed to.
Clause 21:-
Mat. TRAYLEN moved a consequential

amendment, to insert the words - or
Assisted " after the word " Government."

Motion put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clauses 22, 23, and 24:
Put aid passed.
Clause 25. -"1 From and after the

passing of this Act no new Assisted
"school shall be established, nor shall
"any school, save an Assisted school
"in existence at the time of the passing
"of this Act, or a Government school,
receive tiny grant in aid from the

"revenue of the colony:"
TaY PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)

said the Government were not responsible
for this clause, as he stated on the second

reading of the Bill, and lie proposed to
move that it be struck out.

Mn. K. F. SHOLL said he had an
amendment to move in the clause, and he
moved it in the interests of the Assisted
schools themselves. There was not the
slightest doubt, now that this question of
the abolition of these schools had been
raised, it would not he allowed to rest;
and it was just possible that these schools
might be wiped out altogether, without
further notice, unless some provision to
the contrary were made. He therefore
proposed to move the following amiend-
ment: that all the words after the word
"established" be struck ont, and that
the following words be inserted in lieu
thereof : "sand notwithstanding anything
"contained- in the principal Act (or any
"Act amending the same) there shall be
"a reduction of the existing grant to
"Assisted schools, at the rate of ten per
"cent. per annuma, in order that the grant
"to Assisted schools shall entirely cease

"in the year 1903." This would give
those schools ton years of further tenure,
at any rate, and he thought it would
be better for them than being wiped out
altogether to accept this compromise.

THiE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he regretted he was not able to accept
the amendment. He had already stated
more than once that this clause had not
been inserted in the Bill by the Govern-
ment, but by a private member in another
place; and he informed the House when

mo(ving the second reading, that he in-
teded to move the omission of the clause

when they went into conmnittee, for
reasons which he explained at the time,
and which he did not intend to go over
again, beyond briefly referring to them.
One of his reasons was that the country
had never had an opportunity of saying a
word on the subject. Hie had never heard
the question referred to on the hustings,
at the last election.

MEL. SiMrksoN: Did you hear any-
thing about the Homesteads Bill at the
last election?

Tii PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest)
said the Homesteads Bill was a new Bill
entirely, but this old Act had been in
existence three-au d-twenity years; and
one would have expected, if the people of
the colony were dissatisfied with it, that
they would have taken an opportunity,
at the first election nder our new form

I
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convictions, they 'were the people who
were coerced. The coercion was ail the
other way. They said to these people,
"1If you do not wish to accept the system
of education which the State provides
for the whole community, which leaves
you entirely to your own freedom asre
gards religious teaching, we cannot help
it, and we give you perfect liberty of
conscience to follow your own road; but
do not compel us to support two different
systems in opposition to one another."
It was an anomaly, even from a political
stapoint, to try to please everybody,
and to be "all things to all men " in
this matter. There was a practical fin-
possibility and a. spirit of conatradiction
about the whole thing; and, as people
became more enlightened, there was a.
growing feeling that it was better to let
the thing die, and that the State should
not have any-thing to do with religion,
one way or the other. The duty of the
State was to let all religious sects go their
own way and teach their, own religion;
and it was no business of the State to
assist thema. If they did that, they would
be intruding upon a province which the
State had no right to enter upon. The
sooner they let people follow their own
convictions, the better would it be for
the peace and harmony of the corn-
mnunity. They were not dealing with
this education question for the first time
now; it had been smouldering for the
last twenty years. Anyone who watched
the signs of the tines and public feeling
must have seen the slumbering fires un-
derneath, ready to break out into a blaze,
when fanned by the breath of irritation.
He thought it would be better to put
ourselves beyond the reach of it alto-

gether. There was a much better chance
of securing a. lasting peace by adopting
a firm policy in this matter than by
dil-dallyn with the question ihalf-and-half sort of way, and sayig
"We respect your religious convictios
and will therefore give you so much
a year, to keep up an opposition system
to our own." Far better take a firm
stand, and put an end to the thing
once for all, instead of throwing out
little sops here and there to try and patch
up a fictitious truce. If he had his own
way, he would do away with the present
system, but, in doing so, he 'would recog-
nise vested interests. He would give

the Assisted school party a considerable
number of years to enable them to drop
out of it by degrees. He would not have
the religious question enter into it at all.
Let the State abstain from having any-
thing to do with the teaching of religion.
There would then be a better chance of
engendering a spirit of tolerance than
with the p esent half-and-half system.
Let them 7leave the whole thing'alone,
while doing no injustice to vested in-
terests. The Assisted schools had availed
themselves of the advantages of the law,
and their rights should be conserved.
Let us take the stand that it was no busi-
ness of the State to meddle with these
things, and thus 'we would bring about
religious toleration in the broadest,
kindest, and most comprehensive form.

Tan COMMISSIONER OF CROWIN
LANDJS (Hon. W. E. Maxnion) said he
had been rather surprised to bear the
views expressed by the hon. member who
had just sat down, for it was only a, few
clauses back that the hon. member rained
his voice in favour of religious teaching
in our schools.

MR. RIcHAKOsON : Entirely permissive.
THE COMMISSIONWER OF CROWN

LANDS (Ron. W. E. Niarmion) said the
lion, member did not raise his voice
against it in any way; but now he was
entirely opposed to it. The hon. mem-
ber would not now acknowledge that it
was the duty of the State to recognise
religion in any way or form.

MR. RiCHA.RDSON: Subsidise, not re-
cognise, I said.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Ron. W. E. Marmion) did not
think there was much difference between
tbe two.

Mn. SIMwPSON : I would rather be subsi-
dined than recognised.

THEs COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. B. Marinion) had no
doubt of that. What were. the actual
facts with regard to this question P Cer-
tain sections of the community who had
takren advantage of a provision in the
Elementary Education Act, had done so
with a full knowledge that they were
gaining certain privileges certainly, but
at the sme time suffering certain finan-
cial losses. In other words, in order to
secure for themselves the privilege of
teaching their children the tenets of their

i own religion, they sacrificed one half the
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assistance given by the State to the Gov-
ernmnent schools. Members were per-
fectly aware of this, although they were
very careful not to acknowledge it. There
had been a great deal of the nuppressie
red style of argument used in the course
of the discussion upon this question.

M.R. SIMPSON : Do I understand the
hon. gentleman to say that the section of
the community whom he refers to are
willing to suffer monetary loss, in order
to secure the teaching of their own
religious tenets?

Tnu COMJ&!SSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Mannion) said
the hon. member knew they were. He
hoped the committee would not accept
this clause, because it introduced an
entirely new principle, and unfairly and
unjustly interfered with the rights and
privileges of a large and influential section
of this community; and not only with
the rights and privileges of one section,
but the rights and privileges of the whole
community, because the privileges referred
to were not given to any one sect or de-
nomination, but to every party or body
in the colony, irrespective of class or creed.

Mu. RL. P. SHOLL said the clause did
not propose to interfere at all with exist-
ig schools, or with the existing rights of

any section of tbe community. A certain
section had taken advantage of the law as
they found it, and had secured certain
rights, end those rights would still exist
even if this clause were passed as it stood.
The clause did not withda any support
from existing schools, but proposed that
no State aid should be given to any new
schools, other than State schools. The
clause would affect other denominations
more then it would affect the Roman
Catholics, who bad already established a
large number of these Assisted schools all
over the colony, and these schools would
not be interfered with, but would still
continue to receive State aid. Other de-
nominations who had not established
any Assisted schools would have no en-
couragement to do so now, because, if
this clause passed, they would receive no
assistance from the State. Was that
section of the community who were in the
fortunate position of having established
a large number of these schools in various
parts of the colony so greedy that it
wanted to establish still more, while other
sections of the community had none at

all? He would support a proposal to
abolish either on)e or the other--either the
Assisted or the Government schools-
because it seemed to him a perfect farce
and an anomaly to subsidise one class of
schools to compete against another class,
also subsidised from the same fund. There
was nothing in the clause to justify the
Premier's statements with regard to it.
The hon. gentleman could turn a double
somersault as clever as any one when it was
required, and he was sure he was sorry
now that be ever touched this Education
Act. He knew the hon, gentleman was
very susceptible to popularity, and in this
case he was in a dilemma; he did not
want to offend either party, and did not
know which way to turn.

Mn. CONNOR said he failed to see
what bearing religion had upon this
question at aDl. To his mind the question
was simply this-which system of educa,-
tion gave the State the best value for its
money ? He did not think it was denied
that, for the amount of assistance which
the State gave to the Assisted schools,
those schools rendered greater service to
the State in return than any other class
of schools did. [Mn. MOLLOY: That is
the grievance.] It was not a question of
this religion or that religion at all. It
was simply and purely a financial ques-
tion. If the State could obtain equal
results by paying one-half what it paid
to other schools-results which were
equally satisfactory in every way from
an educational and moral point of view,
he did not see any reason 'why the State
should not continue doing so. He did
not see why the State should pay a higher

price for the same article than it need to.
Ithe Government were to invite tenders

for a loan, or for building a railway, it
'would be acting very foolishly if it
refused to accept the lowest tender when
it had every security that the work would
be equally well done as if it accepted
the highest tender. That was just how
he looked at this educatiou question.
The Government insisted upon certain
results, and if it could get those results
at half the cost it would otherwise have
to pay, surely it was not justified in re-
jecting the offer. It would be acting
very stupidly if it did. He thought they
should fight this question on its merits,
and not allow a spirit of bigotry and in-
tolerance to enter into the discussion.
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Ms. R. F. SHOLL said there was one
point in connection with the Assisted
schools which he had omitted to refer to.
It had been stated-and the statement
bad not been denied-that these schools
were depleting the Government schools
of their scholars, which was unfair to the
State school teachers. He had before
him the report of the Central Board of
Education for last year, and, dealing
with this question of attendance, the
report said: "The enrolment and attend-
ance in both Government and Assisted
schools has increased fairly, due no doubt
to the large influx of colonists during the
year. The percentage of attendance to
enrolment has decreased slightly in Gov-
ernment schools and increased in the
Assisted." It appeared from the ac-
companying return that in the Gov-
ernment schools the percentage of en-
rolment to attendance in 1891 was
73-7, whereas last year it was only 72
per cent. On the other hand, the per-
cenatage in the Assisted schools during
1891 was 71-9, whereas last year it had
increased to 7382. These figures went to
prove that these schools were unduly com-
peting with our State schools. The pre-
sumption was that these Assisted schools,
as had been stated, admitted the children
free. He had that on very good authority.
and had no reason to doubt it. If this
clause were struck out, he would move
his amendment in the form of a. new
clause.

Question put-That the clause be struck
out; and a. division called for, when the
numbers were :

Ayes ... ... .. 11
Noes ... ... ... 4

Majority for ... 7
Ayrs. Nul.

Mr. Connor Mr. nonist
Sir John Forrest Mr. Richard on
Mr. It. Forrest Mr. Simpson
Mr. Karmiot, M1r. K. F. stoll (Teller).
Mr. Moneoy

,r. =ere
Mr. Qoinlan
Mr. Solomon
Ur. Van
Mr. Paterson (Teller).
Clause struck out.
New Olaiise:
MR. R. F. SHOLL moved that the

following new clause be added to the
Bill: "From and after the passing of
"this Act no new Assisted school shall be
"established, and notwithstanding any-

"thing contained in the principal Act, or
any Act amending the same, there shall

'be a reduction of the existing grant to
"Assisted schools, at the rate of 10 per
1cent. per annum, in order that the grant

",to Assisted schools shall entirely cease
,in the year 1903." The hon. member

said he put the clause forwardl for what
it was worth. The object, as members
would see, was to allow the present grant
to A ssisted schools to continue for another
ten years before it was extinguished,
which he thought was a very reasonable
proposition. He had already spoken on
the subject, aid he would not detain the
committee with any further remarks.

Ma. SOLOMON said he understood
that the grant-in-aid depended upon what
were called " results," and the amount of
it varied every year, according to the
results obtained. Some years it was less
than others, and some years it was mnore.
It would therefore be rather difficult to
say when the grant would be extinguished,
at the rate proposed in this clause. He
did not see any possibility of its work-igl
itself out in ten years, He was not at al
in accord with the principle involved, and
he thought they would not be justified in
dealing with this question in this hurried
maimer. The question of abolishing the
Assisted schools had not been mooted at
his election, nor did he think it had been
mooted at any other election; and he
thought the country should have an
opportunity of expressing its opinion on
the subject before the House dealt with it.
Beyond placing the system of education
under the control of a Minister instead of
a Board, he did not think that any other
alteration in the present law had been
before the country in any way. In his
opinion the time had not arrived for them
to interfere with these Assisted schools.
When we had a larger population, and we
could maintain our State schools on aXroper standard, he would be prepared to

o away with these other schools, but at
present he was not. So far as he could
learn, and so far as his own experience
went, those who attended these Assisted
schools got on far better than those
attending the Government schools. That
seemed to be the general impression, and
he thought they had better leave things
as they were.

Ma. RICHARDSON presumed that
what the clause meant was that the grant
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should be reduced 10 per cent. pro rata;
that was to say, if the rant per head
this year was £2, it should be 4a. less
next year, and so on. He was inclined to
think this would be a reasonable way-of
dealing with the matter, and it certainly
would appear that it would be in the
interests of the Assisted schools to accept
this compromise. None of them could
answer, unless some clause like this were
passed, that in five years this Assisted
schools system may not be wiped out
altogether.

Mn. R. F. SHOLL said that person-
ally he could not object to the grant
being continued as at present, so long as
it was understood that it should cease at
the end of ten years. He admitted that
these schools had a certain amount of
vested interest, and that on that account
they deserved some consideration. But
he thought they would do well to accept
this compromise.

Question put-That the clause be
added to the Bill.

The committee divided, with the follow-
ing result

Ayes
Noes 13

Majority against ... 10
Ats.

Mr, Richardson
Mr. R. P. Shol
Mr. Simpson (Teller).

NOES.
Mr. Connor
Mr. Durlit
Sir Sohn Forrest
Mr. A. Vorrest
Mr. Marndov
Mr. Monloy
Mr. MWOnr

Mr. Pe.as
Mr. Qnininn
Mr. Solomon
Mr. Vn
Mr. Traplen (Tatter).

Question put and negatived.
Schedule:
Put and passed.
Preamble and title:
Agreed to.
Bill reported, with amendments, and

report adopted.

HOMESTEADS BILL.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

The House went into committee for
the consideration of the amendments
made by the Legislative Council in this
Bill. The schedule of amendments (vide
p. 1121 tae) having been read,

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he had gone carefully through them
with the Colonial Secretary, and, for the
most part, they were mere alterations in
the phraseology of the Bill. His hon.
colleague considered that the phraseology
-which was, to a. large extent, copied
from the Canadian law-was not so good
as it might be; and his bon. friend had
taken a great deal of trouble in the mat-
ter, and had very niuchi improved the
wording of the clauses, and lie was sure
his thanks were due to his hon. friend
for the pains he had taken with the Bill.
He would. briefly touch upon the only
alterations which he remembered at that
moment, of any importance, as affecting
the provisions of the Bill. The first was
in Clause 13, with reference to the dis-
tance that a selector might select land
outside his homestead farm; the Council
had altered the distance from three to
five. Tnikes. He thought it was a. wise
alteration, and it had his concurrence.
He thought three miles was rather too
short a distance. Then, in Clause 20, the
areas of the homestead leases were altered
by the other House to the same areas as
existed in the original Bill; the areas of
second-class land they reduced fromn 5,000
acres to 3,000 acres, and the areas of third-
class landthey-reducedfrom 10,000to 5,000
acres. That, in reality, was the only im-
portant amendment made. He thought
he might Say that all the others were
verbal or consequential amendments, of
no importance except to make the inten-
tion of the Bill more clear. He might
say at once that the Government were
prepared to accept the whole of the
Council's amendments. The Government
had given way in that House as to the
areas of the leases, but he was quite con-
ninced that the Council would not alter
their decision on this point ; and if that
House were to insist upon the areas
which it fixed upon, it would probably
result in the loss of the Bill altogether.
He bad always been of opinion, himself,
that a smaller area was sufficient; hut
he gave way, reluctantly, to the opinion
of the House on the subject. He was
quite convinced now that the smaller
areas would be better. If they went
through the amendments seriatim, he
would be able to explain the Scope of
them. But, as he had said, this was the
only alteration of importance; and he
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hoped the House would be willing to
accept it, rather than run the risk of
losin the whole Bill.

M, RICHARDSON said, if the Gov-
ernment were resolved to accept the
amendments of the Upper House "hbolus
bolus "-ow that nearly all the country
members had cleared out-he supposed
there was nothing for it but for the mem-
bers left to swallow them. Although the
Premier individually, and the Govern-
ment, were not in favour of the increased
areas, yet in view of the strong expres-
sion of opinion in that House, they
accepted the amendment; and he sub-nutted that the House was now in honour
bound to adhere to its decision, and not
turn round, in a diminutive House, and
reverse its decision. He did not think
the Government should take advantage
of the absence of so many country mem-
bers, and go back upon their own action,
but should stand by the principles which
they accepted the other day,-unless they
had very good reason for believing that it
would result in the Bill being lost alto-
gether.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he was informed by his hon. colleague
the Colonial Secretary that that would
be the result,-that there was a strong
party in the Upper House in favour of
throwing out the Bill.

Mu. RICHARDSON said that might
be a good reason for accepting the
amendment. But he maintained that
there was no solid argument in favour of
it. Considering what a small assembly
the Upper House was, in point of numi-
bers, and that some of its members were
absent when this Eil was considered, and
that those who were present were not
unanimous; considering also that it -was
a nominated Chamber, and not elected by
the people, as the members of this House
were, he thought that upon a measure
like this, into which political feeling did
not enter at ail-a. measure fraught with
the utmost importance and the greatest
issues as affeoting the future of the colony
-the Upper House might fairly have let
the Bill go, in the form in which the
representative Chamber, after the most
earnest and careful consideration and the
fullest discussion, had agreed it ought to
go. He did not think it was right for
two or three members, in a nominated
Chamber, to upset the deliberate judgment

of the Legislative Assembly, upon the
motion of a member who seemed bent
upon making the whole Bill ridiculous,
and who had acknowledged that his only
desire was to make it ridiculous, so that it
should be kicked out. Not only, in his
opinion, was the action of the Upper
House in regard to this Bill unwarranted,
under the circumstances he very much
doubted whether it was constitutional.
He thought they had a right to expect
better sense and better judgment from
the Legislative Council than to fly in the
face of a large majority of the popular
Assembly on a question like this, It cer-
tainly was not calculated to add to their
respect for a nominated Upper House.

Amendments Nos. 1 to 20, inclusive:
Agreed to.
No. 21.-On page 63, Clause 20, line 8,

strike out "1five" and insert " three :"
Mn. MONGER moved that the Legis-

lative Council's amendment-which re-
duced the area. of the leases from 5,000
to 3,000 acres--be not agreed to. He
said this House had previously passed
the clause by a large majority of the
people's representatives, and the members
in another p lace should not have altered
a clause which this House was particu-
larly qualified to dleal with as the -repre-
sentative Chamber. Hev regretted that
many of the country members who had
supported this clause were not present.
The Council's amendment, if adopted,
would cause great dissatisfaction in the
colony. It would be better, in fact, to
lose the Bill altogether rather than allow
this important clause to be altered.

Tan. PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest)
advised the hon. member not to press his
motion, as the Bill was not very accept-
able in another place, and to send it hack
at the last moment with the proposed
alteration might, and probably would,
result in the Bill being defeated, and all
their labour wasted. His own conviction
was that the Bill would be more accept-
able to the country generally with the
reduced areas than if they were made
larger; and, after al, the Bill was an
experiment, and if it was found not to
work satisfactorily after a trial, it could
be altered in a future session.

MR. A. FORREST said it must be a
surprise in this House to find that a
clause which was passed unanimously by
hon. members had been -altered in the

Home8teada Bill, [11 OCT., 1893.]



1158 Homesteads Bill. [SEBY] Hmsed il

Upper House. The Government had
been against the larger areas, in the first
instance, but seeing that so many mem-
bers were in favour of the larger areas
the Government gave way and accepted
the larger areas. Now, however, it was
found that the members in another place
had made material amendments in the
most important clauses of the Bill. Most
of the members in the Upper House did
not understand the laud question at all,
and he was sorry the Government were
disposed to accept this particular amend-
ment. Tf, however, there was no chance
of an agreement, in case this amendment
was sent back, he would accept it rather
than lose the Bill.

Amendment put and passed.
No. 22:
Agreed to.
No. 23.-On page 6, Clause 21, line 6.-

Strike out all the words after " lands,"
and insert the following :-" The said
"rents shall respectively be due and be

" paid in advance on the 1st day of March
" everye. If an application for a

"esismade on or after the 1st day of
"March in any year, the applicant shall
"pay the first year's rent at the time of
"making his application. The said rents
"may be paid to the Minister, at the
"Crown Lands Office, in Perth, or else-
"where in the colony, to any agent of the
"Minister, or to any Resident Magistrate
"If a lessee fails or neglects to pay the

"rent due by hinm on the 1st day of
" March in any year, or to pay the same,
" with a fine of one shilling in the pound
"on such rent, within 30 days aftr the
" said 1st day of March, or with a fine of
"two shillings in the pound within 60
"days thereafter, or with a fine of three
"shillings in the pond within 90 days
"thereafter, or with a fine of four shil-
"lings in the pound on such rent within
"120 days after the said 1st day of March

"'in any year, his homestead lease and
"the lands comprised therein and all
"improvements thereon shall be fodfeit~d.
"As early as possible after the 1st day
"of March in every year the Miniister

"shall publish in the Government Gazette
"the names of the lessees in default, with

" the respective amounts of rents in

ME. MONGER congratulated the Gov-
ernment and the majority of members in
the Upper House on their liberality in

insisting on a fine equal to 6O per cent.
per annum.

Tan PREMI1ER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the provision referred to by the hon.
member was in the Bill as sent to the
Upper House.

Tan COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) said
that, in ordinary cases, the annual
rental would be payable on the lot Jan-
uary; the Land Regulations allowed two
months' grace; and, after that, a liberal
rate of interest was charged. Persons
were not particularly ready in meeting
engagements of this character, unless
some provision of this kind were insisted
on.

Amendment put and passed.
Remaining amendments agreed to.
Resolutions reported.
Report adopted.
Ordered-That a Message be trans-

mitted to the Legislative Council, inform-
ing them that the Legislative Assembly
had agreed to the amendments made by
them in the Bill.

EXTENSION OF TIME FOR BONUS FOR
DEEF-SINXING ON GOLDFIELDS.

Adjourned debate upon the motion of
ME. A. Fonsa-" That in the opinion
of this House it is desirable to extend
the time for a f urther period of 12 months
of the bonus for deep - sinking on the
goldfields of the colony, on terms similar
to those now in force "-resumed.

Ma. MONGER said he was sorry he
was unable to agree with the motion.
During the past twelve months a bonus
had been given to various mines at YiI-
gain, and he did not think it had done
any good, for those mines which partici-
pated in the benefit of the grant had not,
so far, yielded much in the shape of
dividends, and he did not think they were
likely to do so. The funds appeared to be
swallowed up in directors' fees and other
charges; and to give any further bonus
to such concerns would be useless. He
opposed the motion.

MR. DEHAMEL was proceeding to
speak, when

ME. TRAYLEN rose to a point of
order, and asked whether the debate
could proceed without a Message from
the Governor being first brought down.

THE SPEAKER said he was doubtful
about the point of order.

[ASSEMBLY-] Howdeads Bill.
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TnR PREMIER moved that the debate
be further adjourned until the next sitting
of the House. He said he would bring
down a Message from the Governor, if
necessary.

Motion put and passed, and the debate
further adjourned accordingly.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

IN COMMITTEE.

Amendments Nos. 1 to 7, inclusive
(vide p. 1132 ante):

Agreed to.
No. 8.-New Clause: " Notwithstanding

anything contained in the principal Act,
no swine, sheep, cattle, calves, or lamibs
shall be slaughtered within the Muni-
cipalities of Perth and Fremantle; and
any person offending against the pro.
visions of this section shall be liable
to a penalty of not more than Fifty
pounds:

MR. SOLOMON moved that the amend-
ment be not agreed to. He said there
were three slaughter-houses within the
Municipality of Fremantle, and this
clause would interfere with existing in-
terests.

MR. TRAYLEN said it could scarcely
have been within the knowledge of the
mover of this amendment in the Upper
House, that there were vested interests
in both Perth and Fremantle with which
the new clause would interfere. It would
be better to allow time for the owners of
slaughter-houses to provide other places,
and a further amendment of the Health
Act would soon have to be made.

MR. A. FORREST said it would be a
hardship on poor people who kept a pig
or two in suburban portions of the city, if
not allowed to kill within the Municipality.
He would agree that regular slaughtering
as a trade should not be permitted within
a Municipality.

Ma. SIMPSON was surprised to hear
mayors or ex-mayors advocating the
slaughtering of animals within a City or
town. He believed that slaughtering by
a butcher was carried on just off Hay
Street, in the centre of Perth, and he was
surprisEd that the author of this Health
Bill (Mr. Traylen) was supporting such
an unhealthy state of things, in a city
where there was no drainage.

MR. A. FORREST said a Health
Inspector was always going about Perth
to see that there was nothing objection-
able or offensive to health. Slaughtering
in the city was practised only to a small
extent.

MR. R. F. SHOLT2 supported the new
clause, and said he knew, from experience.
that the stench in summer from a butcher's
shop was unbearable to persons residing
Dear it, and a plague of flies filled the
locality. Lambs and Calves were usually
killed at the rear of butchers' shops in
Perth, and a few sheep were kept in
reserve for killin. This practice should

not e alowedin the midst of a city or
town. The Health Inspector in Perth
seemed to look the wrong way, and when
he (Mr. Sholl) had made complaints, the
matter had not been rectified, though
promises were made. Slaughtering shouzld
be done outside the towns.

MR. CONNIOR supported the new
clause, and said proper abbatoirs should
be made.

MR. A. FORREST said every precau-
tion had been taken by the Health In-
Spector in Perth.

THE PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest)
said the slaughtering in thickly populated
parts of a city or town should be stopped,
hut some length of notice should be
given.

MR. QUINLAN suggested that the
prohibition of slaughtering should be
limited to the area, of the Building Act
in Perth and Fremantle.

Mn. SOLOMON supported the sug-
gested limit of area, but said the land
which the Government had given for
slaughtering purposes at Frem antle was
within the municipal area. lie would
withdraw his motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.
MR. R. F. SHOLL suggested that all

slaughtering should be prohibited within
one mile of the Town Hall.

MR. TRAfLEN moved, as a further
amendment, that the words " after the
thirtieth day of November, 1893," be in-
serted alter the word 11shall," in line 2.

Further amendment put and passed.
TEE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)

moved, as a further amendment, that the
words ' the Municipalities," in line 2, be
struck out, and the words "a radius of
one mile fronm the Town Hall" be inserted
in lieu thereof.

Public Health Act [11 OCT., 1893.]
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Further amendment put and passed.
and the amendment, as further amended,
agreed to.

Amendments, as further amended, re-
ported.

Report adopted.
Ordered-That a message 'be trans.

mnitted to the Legislative Council, inform-
igthem that the Legislative Assembly

bads agreed to certain amendments made
by them in the Bill, and had amended
another; in which further amendment the
Legislative Assembly desired the con-
currence of the Legislative Council.

ELECTORAL BILL, 1808.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

IN COMMITTEE.
Amendment No. 1 (tvide p. 1132 aide):
Agreed to.
No. 2.-On page 7, Clause 14, in the

last line of the Form of Claim: before
the words "Declared before me this"
insert " signed and :"

MR. DEaHAMEL moved that this
amendment be not agred to. He ob-
jected to the new provision requiring a
voter to make his claim and sign it before
a justice of the peace.

Motion put and negatived, and the
amendment agreed to.

Nos. 3, 4. and 5, inclusive:
Agreed to.
No. 6.-Add the following new clause,

to stand as No. 48:-"1 Nothing in this
" Act contained shall limit or affect the
" right of any elector (except as herein-
" after in this section mentioned) to vote
" in accordance with the provisions of
"section fifty-two of the principal Act.
"Provided nevertheless that no elector
"whose name is on an electoral roll for
"an Electoral District, in respect of a
"residence qualification, shall be entitled
"to vote under the provisions of the said
"section, and if he does so vote his vote
"shall be rejected by the Returning
"Officer, and the ballot paper shall not
be deposited in the ballot box."
Mn. DEHAMEL moved that the

amendment be not agreed to. He said
the Bill allowed a proxy vote to a pro-
perty holder, and the man who claimed
under a residence qualification should
equally be allowed to record his vote
when absent from his residential district.
A householder who had to leave home
should be allowed to send his vote to the

Returning, Officer from any part of the
colony where he happened to be during
an election in his residential district.

THE 'PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
hoped the motion would not be pressed,
as there might be great abuse if wander-
ing householders were allowed to vote
without restriction as to residence. Sup-
posing a great public work were going on
at Fremantle, at -which 150 men were
employed, sadall remained long enough
to get on the electoral roll by residing
over six months in the district; then
suppose the work to be stopped and the
men got scattered over the colony, those
men would, in case of an election within
a, few months, by sending their votes
from distant places, be able to carry an
election for North Fremantle, thereby
swamping altogether the regular resi-
dents in the place. Such a result would
not be reasonable. Sir Samuel Griffith,
when introducing an Electoral Bill, as
Premier of Queensland, said: " I take
this opportunity of saying that our
system of government is adapted for a
settled people, who have residences, and
not for a nomadic population. When
men are wandering about, they are not
entitled to so large a share in makring the
laws of the country, as people who are
settled." It would be subversive of go
government and of security that hun-
dreds of men, having no settled home,
should be allowed to influence the elec-
tion of a place in which they had no
interest whatever.

MR. TRAYLEN said the working men
who had to move from place to place
should be allowed to transfer their quali-
fication from the forner residential dis-
trict to the one they mnight be in when
an election occurred.

Motion put and negatived, and the
amendment agreed to.

Amendments reported.
Rprt aopte.

Oraered-That a Message be sent to the
Legislative Council, informing them that
the Legislative Assembly had agreed to
the amendments made by them in the Bill.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 12-55 a.m. of
Thursday, 12th October.

Electoral Bill.[ASSEMBLY.]


